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MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

FROM:

SUBJECT:

The purpose of this memorandum is to seek approval of the assessment
accommodations for local school districts to use in assessing students with disabilities
and English language learners in the Michigan Educational Assessment System
(MEAS). MEAS includes the Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP), MI-
Access, Michigan's Alternate Assessment Program (which is designed for students with
disabilities whose Individualized Education Program Teams have determined it is not
appropriate for them to participate in the MEAP, even with assessment
accommodations), and the English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA), the
assessment of English language proficiency required by the No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) Act.

ThiS document also includes the assessment accommodations for the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) so educators do not have to reference
more than one document. When the new Michigan Merit Exam is implemented,
assessment accommodations will be added for that assessment.

Background
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 612(a)(16)(c)(i), and No Child
Left Behind (NCLB) require state educational agencies to develop guidelines for
participation in state assessment for students with disabilities. Draft guidelines that
focus only on students with disabilities currently exist in Michigan and have been
shared for review with educators across the state. One component of the guidelines
addresses the assessment accommodations that can be used when students with
disabilities participate in state assessments.
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In reviewing the draft guidelines, the Office of Educational Assessment and
Accountability (OEAA) determined that the guidelines needed to be expanded to
include all students, not just students with disabilities. OEAA also determined that the
existing list of standard and nonstandard assessment accommodations was only
relevant for the MEAP. Since the MEAP was moved back to the Michigan Department
of Education over a year ago, staff wants to obtain the State Board of Education's
approval on the types of accommodations offered to students, and expand the list so it
is relevant for all state assessments.

In order to assure that the assessment accommodations are as broad as possible and
cover as many circumstances as necessary, the staff has engaged a team of diverse
Michigan stakeholders to prepare final Guidelines for Michigan, and assist with the task
of reviewing the current assessment accommodations list.

The team Is comprised of members of the OEAA Advisory Committee, educators who
work with students with disabilities and English language learners, and other ad hoc
members, including State Board of Education member, Elizabeth Bauer. See Exhibit A
for a list of Team members who provided their recommendations to the OEAA for the
assessment accommodations that will be offered to students with disabilities and/or
those who are learning English when participating in the Michigan Educational
Assessment System.

The team's first charge in the development of the Guidelines for Participation in State
Assessment was reviewing the existing list of assessment accommodations to
determine whether clarification was needed and to determine whether additional
accommodations were needed. During its deliberations, the team was asked to be
mindful of that fact that nonstandard accommodations invalidate the assessment
scores and result in the student being counted as not participating when calculating
NCLB school and district participation rates.

Having the accommodations summary table of the Guidelines document completed
first and approved was essential in order for OEAA to include the assessment
accommodation information in the MEAP and MI-Access fall 2005 assessment
coordinator and assessment administrator manuals. The remaining components of the
Guidelines will be presented to the board for approval in the fall.

Over the past few months, the team has met several times. Attached is the final
summary table of assessment accommodations recommended by the team (See
Exhibit B).

It is recommended that the State Board of Education aDDrove the standard and nonstandard
assessment accDmmodations for the Michiaan Educational Assessment Proaram (MEAP) and
MI-Access. Michigan's Alternate Assessment Proaram as described in the SuDerintendent's
memorandum dated June 6. 2005.
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Exhibit A

Guidelines for Participation in State Assessment Team

OEAA Advisory Committee:
Subcommittee-Assessment of
English lanauaae learners

Sandra Hagman
Southfield School District

Sharron Jenkins Norman
Lansing School District

Ruben Alicea
Detroit Public Schools Angie Kubrak

Hamtramck Public Schools
Shereen Arraf
Dearborn Public Schools Cheryl Kreger

Dearborn Public Schools
Norma Barquet
Detroit Public Schools Carlos Lopez

Detroit Public Schools

Kristina Martinez-Precious
Grand Rapids Public Schools

Manuel Brenes
Kalamazoo Public Schools

Jonathon Brown
Pontiac Public Schools Robert Maxfield

Farmington Public Schools

Jacqueline Moase-Burke
Oakland Schools

Bridget Dean
Farmington Public Schools

Julie Devers
Kalamazoo Public Schools Phyllis Noda

Warren Consolidated Schools
John Dominguez, Jr.
Van Buren ISD S. Barbara Raby

Pontiac Public Schools
Diana Esquivel
Holland Public Schools Marc Rosa

Wayne State University
Jean Franco
Northwestern MI Migrant Projects Mark Samano

Hazel Park Schools

Monica Giddy
Holland Public Schools Kerry Segel

Saginaw Valley University
Miren Gomez
Holland Public Schools Scott Snyder

Lincoln Consolidated Schools
Robert Greene
Troy Public Schools Kathy Storchan

Wayne RESA

Samar Haddad
Farmington Public Schools Cathy Tibbett

Sault Ste. Marie School District
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Exhibit A
r~,

~:~!J
Guidelines for Participation in State Assessment Team

Michelle Goodwin
Potterville Public Schools

Debbie Vargas
Eastern Michigan University

Wendy Wang
Eastern Michigan University

Gwen Graham
Walled Lake School District

Darlene Heard-Thomas
Detroit Public Schools

Denise Zellner
Hamtramck School District

Susan Hardin
Macomb ISD

OEAA Advisorv Committee_~
Subcommittee-Assessment of
Students with Disabilities

Fredrick Jones
Warren ConsolidatedSandra Avery

East China School District
Terri Karam
Center LIne SchoolsElizabeth Bauer

Michigan State Board of Education
Melanie Lewandowski
Saginaw ISDSara Bolt

Michigan State University
Marjorie Mastie
Wastenaw ISDJean Christenson

Livonia Public Schools
Judy MeJeur
Saginaw ISDMark Dennis

Eaton ISO
Valerie Mierzwa
Farmington Public SchoolsAnn DeYoung

Grandville Public Schools
Penelope Miller-Smith
Mona Shores Public SchoolsPatricia Drake

Wayne RESA
Deletha Motley
Detroit Public SchoolsJeff Diedrich

Mich. Assistive Technology Resources
Deborah Norton
Rochester Community SchoolsArt Faja

Macomb ISD
Jarad Ralph
Mich. Assistive Technology ResourcesBud Ferguson

Ottawa ISD
Robert Reid
Perry Public SchoolsSue Gates

Cedar Springs Public Schools
Karen Ridgeway
Detroit Public Schools
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Exhibit A.
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_..~~.-

Guidelines for Participation in State Assessment Team

Kindy Segoria
Kent ISO

Rachael Moreno
Office of School Improvement

Marilyn Roberts
OEAA

Deb Smith
Traverse Bay Area ISO

Deborah Williamson
Detroit Public Schools

Penny Zago
MDE/OSE/EIS - Retired

Michigan DeDartment of
Education Staff

David Brock
OSE/EIS

Bill Brown
OEAA

Christine Cali
OSE/EIS

Vince Dean
OEAA

Peggy Dutcher
OEAA

Jim Griffiths
OEAA

Mazin Heiderson
OS!

Linda Howley
OEAA

Linda Forward
OS!

Joseph Martineau
OEAA
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