
   MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
   BUREAU OF ELECTIONS 

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR  
FILING WITH THE LOCAL COUNTY CLERK 

INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS
(Includes Corporations, Unions and Domestic Dependent Sovereigns) 

Use a separate form for each expenditure.  

1a. Enter the candidate’s name, office involved, 
jurisdiction/district and county of residence.       

  Support      Oppose 

1b. Describe the ballot question. 

  Support      Oppose 

2. (Individual, Group or Organization that made Independent Expenditure)

  Name:      Address:       County of Residence    
       or Location      

_________________        _________________________________________________            ______________ 

_________________        _________________________________________________            ______________ 

_________________        _________________________________________________            ______________ 

_________________        _________________________________________________            ______________ 

3. Person(s) Contributing More than $100.00 to the Independent Expenditure 

     Full Name:           Address:         Occupation   Employer 
_________________        _______________________________      ____________      ______________________ 

_________________        _______________________________      ____________      ______________________ 

_________________        _______________________________      ____________      ______________________ 

_________________        _______________________________      ____________      ______________________ 

4. Person or Business that Received the Funds:

  In-Kind (If box checked leave blank) 

5. Date of Expenditure
(This form is due within 10 days; Late Filing Fees Apply.) 

6. Amount of Expenditure

7. Purpose/Description of the Independent Expenditure

8. Individual Filing the Report:

Name:

Address:

9. Verification: I certify that all reasonable diligence was used in the preparation of this statement; to the best of my knowledge and belief the contents are true,
accurate and complete.

Signature of Person Filing the Report ____________________________________________________________________________ Date        
Signature                  Mo     Day     Year  

Revised 10/17         

Not In-Kind          

https://creator.zohopublic.com/electionselearning/disclosure/form-perma/Independent_Expenditures_State_Filers/TnNSOAnQuYJQupEeD1zCEnjug5pgOZydMMgDAa1u2AsSWxh059VY3p8CSBXUMG9buexM2J5WgWxX9dKXBzKRBMvhSgPH56NDgkz1


INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE REPORT 

LOCAL LEVEL FILERS ONLY 

An individual, group or organization that spends more than $100.00 in a calendar year on “independent expenditures” 
to support or oppose the nomination or election of a local level candidate or advocate the qualification, passage or 
defeat of a local ballot question (includes millage issues) is required to file this form as required under Michigan’s 
Campaign Finance Act, (MCFA) P.A. 388 of 1976.  The filing is required to be made within 10 calendar days of 
meeting the $100.00 threshold.  An organization includes but is not limited to a corporation, union or domestic 
dependent sovereign. 

This form is NOT filed by a group or organization registered as a committee under the MCFA; committees 
registered under the MCFA disclose their expenditures on forms specially designed for their use. A group or an 
organization must register as a “committee” under the MCFA as soon as it spends or receives $500.00 or more in a 
calendar year to influence voters for or against the nomination or election of a candidate or qualification, passage or 
defeat of a ballot question.  See exemptions below 

Exemptions:  

 An individual, other than a candidate, does not constitute a committee;
 A group or organization, other than a committee registered in Michigan, that uses funds from its treasury and

does not solicited or accept funds from other sources to make an independent expenditure does not
constitute a committee; and

 A group or organization, other than a committee registered in Michigan, that uses funds from its treasury and
does not solicited or accept funds from other sources to make a contribution to a Ballot Question Committee
or Independent Expenditure Committee (SuperPAC) does not constitute a committee.

Do not use this form for reporting on statewide ballot questions or candidates for Governor, Lt. Governor, 
Secretary of State, Attorney General, Member of State Board of Education, U of M Board of Regent, MSU 
Trustee, WSU Board of Governors, Supreme Court , State Representative, State Senate or if the person 
making the expenditure resides out of state.  In these cases, the form must be filed electronically with the 
Michigan Department of State’s, Bureau of Elections.   

Independent Expenditure means an expenditure by a person if the expenditure is not made in cooperation, 
consultation or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, a ballot question committee or a candidate, a candidate 
committee or its agents or a political party committee or its agents, and if the expenditure is not a contribution to a 
committee. 

An individual, group or organization has made an “independent expenditure” if: 

 the money was spent to support or oppose the nomination or election of a candidate or advocate the
qualification passage or defeat of a ballot question (includes millage issues);

 goods or services were provided to support or oppose the nomination or election of a candidate or
advocate the qualification passage or defeat of a ballot question (includes millage issues);

 the money was not spent in cooperation, consultation or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of:
• a ballot question committee or its agents
• a candidate, a candidate committee or its agents or a
• political party committee or its agents;

 goods or services were provided without cooperation, consultation or not in concert with, or at the request
or suggestion of:

• a ballot question committee or its agents
• a candidate, a candidate committee or its agents or a
• political party committee or its agents;

 the money was not given to a committee registered under the MCFA;
 goods or services were not provided to a committee registered under the MCFA.

Filing Official:  Complete this paper form and forward to the appropriate County Clerk’s Office when: 

 Ballot Question Supported or Opposed is a county or local proposal.
 Candidate Supported or Opposed is running for a County, Township, City, Village, other local level office or

judicial office (excluding Supreme Court).

http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1633_8722-103241--,00.html


Filing Information: File this form within 10 calendar days after the $100.01 threshold for reporting independent 
expenditures is reached. 

 Submit one copy to the clerk of the county where the individual who made the independent expenditure(s)
resides or where the group or organization that made the independent expenditure(s) is located.

• If the filer does not reside in Michigan, file electronically with the Michigan Department of State.
 Submit a separate Independent Expenditure Report each time the $100.01 threshold for reporting

independent expenditures is reached.

Late Filing Fees Assessed/Penalties:  An individual, group or organization the fails to file or late files an Independent 
Expenditure Report, a late filing fee will be assessed as follows: 

 If the Independent Expenditure is less than $10,000.00 the fee accrues at $25.00 per business day to a
maximum of $1,000.00.

 If the Independent Expenditure is $10,000.00 or more the fee accrues at $50.00 per business day to a
maximum of $5,000.00.

A person that fails to file a required report for more than 30 calendar days is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or both.  

Instructions: Type or clearly print in ink.   
Use only one form per independent expenditure; use multiple form pages if needed to fully disclose the activity. 

Item 1.  Complete item 1a or 1b only. 
 1a. Enter the name of the candidate supported or opposed. List the office involved, the jurisdiction or district

served by the office and the candidate’s county of residence.
 1b. Describe the ballot question supported or opposed.

Item 2. Enter the full name and address of the individual, group or organization that made the independent 
expenditure. Also enter the individual’s county of residence or the county in which the group or organization is located. 
Item 3. Enter the name, address, occupation, employer and principal place of business of any individual who gave 
more than $100.00 toward the independent expenditure. Attach 8 1/2” x 11” sheets if extra space is needed. 
Item 4. Enter the full name and address of the person, business, firm, etc. that received the funds that were spent. 
List each expenditure separately if more than one expenditure was made to support or oppose the candidate or ballot 
question. Mark the in-kind box if the expenditures made were of goods or services donated rather than purchased. 
Item 5.  Enter the date the independent expenditure was made. 
Item 6.  Enter the amount of the independent expenditure. 
Item 7. Describe the purpose of the expenditure. Be as specific as possible and state whether the ballot question or 
candidate involved was supported or opposed. Example: “Ad in Daily Times to support ballot question.” 
Item 8. Enter the name and address of the individual filing this report. Enter “N/A” if the individual is already 
identified in item 2. 
Item 9.  Sign and date the form. 

For further information contact the Michigan Bureau of Elections or the local county clerk filing official. 
For further information contact the local county clerk or: 

Michigan Department of State 
Bureau of Elections 

Post Office Box 20126 
Lansing, Michigan 48901-0726 

Email: Disclosure@michigan.gov 
Phone: (517) 335-3234 

http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1633_8722-103241--,00.html
https://mertsplus.com/mertsuserguide/index.php?n=MERTSPlus.ContactingMertsPlusHelp
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