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MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

FROM: Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman

SUBJECT: Approval of Two New Special Education Advisory Committee
Organizational Seats

The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) advises the State Board of
Education on matters concerning the education of children with disabilities. The
Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act, as amended in 2004,
requires that this advisory committee include a 51% representation of persons
with, or parents of children with, disabilities (birth through 26).

Public Act 137 signed in September, 2005, permitted additional membership on the
SEAC, allowing the addition of critical general education voices. The two
organizations recommended for addition by SEAC are the Michigan Association of
Secondary School Principals (MASSP) and the Michigan Association for Supervision
and Curriculum Development (MASCD).

These two organizations have each nominated a person to represent them for a
three year term beginning July 1, 2006. Attachment A is the biographical
information for these persons.

It is recommended that the State Board of Education a~~rove the organizations and
their nominees as listed in Attachment A of the Su~erintendent's memorandum of
Mav 30. 2006. and aDDoint those individuals to serve as members of the S~ecial
Education Adviso[¥ Committee for the resRective terms sRecified.
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Attachment A
Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee

Michigan State Board of Education

Name: Claudia Werner Term: 3 years (July 1, 2006 - June 30,2009)

Address: Alpena High School
3303 S. Third St.
Alpena, MI 49707

Present Position: Principal, Alpena High School

Business Telephone: (989) 358-5200

Category - x Organization: Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals
SEAC At-large Member

Race: Caucasian Gender: Female
(Requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

Prior Experience:
High School Principal 9 years; Assistant Principal 2 years; Director of Special Education
8 years; Teacher Consultant EI/LD 12 years; Special Education Teacher (EI) 1 yr.

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations:
MI Association of Secondary School Principals; The National Association of Secondary
School Principals; Association of Supervision & Curriculum Development; Zonta Club of
Alpena; Delta Kappa Gamma Society

Education:
Bachelor of Science Degree, 1974 Central Michigan University; Masters of Arts Degree in
Education Administration, 1978 Central Michigan University; Director of Special
Education Approval, 1985

Miscellaneous Information:
The Michigan Association of Administrators for Special Education (MAASE) Member
1988-1997, President 1994-1995, Executive Board 1990-1996

- - -* = Parent of or person with a disability



Biographical Resume: Special Education Advisory Committee
Michigan State Board of Education

Name: Judith Dorsch Backes TenIl: 3 years (July 1,2006 - June 30,2009)

Address: 3677 Hollenshade Drive
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

Present Position: School Performance and Accreditation Consultant

Business Telephone: (586) 228-3472

Category - x Organization: MI Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
SEAC At-large Member

Race: Caucasian Gender: Female
(Requested in order to obtain diverse representation)

Prior Experience:
Learning Disabilities Teacher, K-8; Teacher of Severe Emotionally Impaired (9-12);
Learning and Emotionally Impaired Consultant; Elementary Principal; Dir. of Staff Dev.
and Curriculum, Clarkston Comm. Schools; Supervisor School Performance and
Assessment; School Performance and Accreditation Consultant, Macomb ISD

Educational and Other Organizational Affiliations:
Assoc. for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD); Phi Delta Kappa (PDK);
National Staff Development Council (NSCD); Certified Ambassador, North Central
Accreditation (NCA)

Education:
B.S. Education; M.S. Education - Learning & Behavior Disorders; Education Specialist -
Educational Leadership and Special Education Administration; Ph.D. K-12
Administration, Labor & Industrial Relations

Miscellaneous InfonIlation:
MDE Social Studies Task Force (2004-05); Sch. Improvement Framework Tools Comm.,
(2005-present); MEAP Math Content Advisory Comm., (2001-02); MEAP Bias and
Sensitivity Comm., (2005-06); Co-Director of MI-CLiMB Grant for Mathemetics,
(2000-02); MI-Tracker Coach for Data Analysis (2006); MI-PLAN Trainer, (2003-04); Past
member of Assessment Committee that developed K-5 Assessment Compendium

* = Parent of or person with a disability




