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As you probably know by now, the State House of Representatives passed the High
School Graduation Requirement legislation, House Bill 5606, on March 2. While
perhaps not on the timeline I had hoped, I believe we should be very pleased with
the House action. The State Senate continues its statewide public hearings. The
following will provide a more detailed report regarding these activities.

House Activity. HB 5606 included much of what the State Board of Education
proposed to the Legislature in December 2005. The table below provides a
comparison of the State Board's proposal and the legislation as passed by the
House (changes by the House are in bold).

Board of Education ProDosal HB S60~, as oassed bv Hous~
gnqlish LanQuaQe Arts ~redits EnQ~Lanquaae Arts - 4 c~
Mathematics - 4 credits, including

~gebra II

~Mathematics - 4 credits, including
M~~ra 11

Scie~-:- 3 credits Science - 3 credits
Social S~e - 3 credits Social Science - 3 credits

~Health/Phys~1 Education - 1 cr~- --Health/Phv~l Education - 1 credit
Visual and Performing Arts - 1 credit Visual, Performing and Applied Arts - 1

credit
World Language 2 credits State Board to develop K-12 World

Language model recom~endation
An onli~eQuirement ~onllne reQuirem~

"Phase-in" for local school districts A "phase-in" is included, but it is by
tie-barring this bill to HB 4079-80.
These bills are the "Ed-Flex" bills
that have passed the House and are
in the Senate Education Committee.

Student modification allowed after three
years ~Michioan Merit C~riculum.

Student modification after age 16 or
in the 11th or 12th grade
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As the above indicates, most of the key credits have remained intact, however, we
still have work to do regarding world language and the local school district phase-
In. In addition, the House added some new concepts. Of concern is the language
they included regarding the definition of each of the core subject areas. These
definitions are not very accurate and will only serve to create controversy,
confusion, and time delays In finalizing the implementation of this proposal. The
legislation also adds a "personalized curriculum" concept, which requires all
students to receive specific counseling regarding the new high school graduation
requirements.

Senate Activity. The Senate Education Committee continues to hold public
hearings. These hearings will be over on March 7. We believe Senator Kuipers will
begin hearings on the actual bill on March 9. During the course of the public
hearings, Senator Kuipers has heard diverse testimony regarding the State Board's
proposal. We believe that the Senator will develop a proposal that Is strongly
complementary of the State Board's proposal, however, like the House version, the
Department will work with the Senator to try to ensure a workable proposal is
placed before the Legislature.

Conclusion. We should be pleased with the success of the State Board of
Education's recommendations thus far. There is clearly much work that needs to be
done, but it seems pretty clear that a very substantial part of the State Board's
proposal will be forwarded to the Governor. I would like to thank the State Board
for their participation at the various public hearings in the House and particularly
the Senate. Your participation has sent a powerful and important message to many
members of the Legislature.

As always, if you have any questions or need additional clarification on these or
other issues, please do not hesitate to contact either Bob Morris or myself.
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SUBJECT: Update on Federal Issues

PRESIDENT BUSH RELEASES FISCAL YEAR 2007 BUDGET

What the Bush Administration did not achieve in its education goals in the Fiscal
Year 2006 budget, it has presented anew in the FY07 budget recommendations.
From 42 proposed program eliminations (see Appendix A) that range from Women's
Educational Equity, to Comprehensive School Reform and Carl D. Perkins Vocational
Education State Grants, to a minimal increase in funding of $100 million for the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and an overall disappointing federal
investment in education, the budget represents what seems to have become a
trend in de-emphasizing domestic discretionary spending. The No Child Left Behind
Act funding is frozen at the 2006 level of $12.7 billion. Over all, the budget
proposal represents an estimated 5 percent cut in education funding (Appendix B),
and an overall re-focusing on issues on which the Administration wants to prioritize.

While last year's signature recommendation was high school reform, this year's new
investment goals are math and science, and a re-distribution of some public funds
into the non-public sector. The first hint of this new thrust came in President
George W. Bush's State of the Union address on January 31. Among the initiatives
he announced and included in the budget are:

The American Competitiveness Initiative;

. $125 million for a new Math Now for Elementarv School Students program;

. $125 million for a new Math Now for Middle School Students program;

A $90 million increase for Advanced Placement (AP) to train 70,000
additional teachers for math, science and foreign language AP-Intemational
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Baccalaureate (IB) courses and increase the number of students taking and
passing AP-IB tests in those subjects;

. $25 million for the Adjunct Teacher Co[Qs to encourage qualified
professionals to teach high school courses with an emphasis on math and
science;

. A $35 million increase, for a total of $57 million, for the education piece of
the National Securitv Languaae Initiative, designed to "significantly increase
the number of American students and workers learning critical need foreign
languages such as Arabic, Chinese, Korean and Russian.

. $200 million for a new Title I School Imorovement Grant program to assist
states in building support systems for local school district and school
improvement to meet NCLB proficiency goals.

. An increase of $30 million for Statewide Data S~stems to increase the
overall support to $55 million for state longitudinal data systems, to improve
graduation and dropout data, and to help states comply with federal
reporting requirements.

In the wake of the Katrina/Rita post-disaster aid debate, the Administration has
forthrightly revved up the voucher debate in recommending a $100 million new
America's ODDortunitv ScholarshiDs for Kids initiative. "While states have made
improvements to implement NCLB choice options, there are still too few
alternatives in many districts for parents seeking a quality education for their
children..." the u.s. Department of Education news release, issued simultaneously
with the President's budget, reads. The program "would provide parents of
students enrolled in schools identified as in need of restructuring with more
opportunities to transfer their children to a private school or obtain supplemental
services."

e-RATE REFORM ON CONGRESSIONAL AGENDA

After keeping us on edge for two years running, the national library and education
communities were granted exemptions from the Antideficiency Act for two
consecutive years. This permitted contracts to be arranged before Universal
Service taxes were accumulated to pay for technology acquisitions. In both years,
it has been an uphill battle.

Now the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, and the House
Committee on Energy and Commerce are undertaking a telecommunications reform
effort that will include Universal Service and the e-Rate. House Energy and
Commerce Chairman Joe Barton (R- Texas) has been highly critical of the e-Rate
during his short tenure as chairman, even going so far as to call for its elimination.
The General Accounting Office and his committee staff both compiled reports that
raise issues of waste, fraud and abuse.
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In the coming months the Congress will be working on reform. Michigan school
districts and libraries uniformly have found this federal investment in technology to
be extremely valuable. So that the Michigan Congressional Delegation would be
aware of the interest in our state and the extent to which funds have been
allocated, department staff compiled an information sheet on the e-Rate (See
Appendix C). Michigan has four members on the House Committee, including
Congressmen John D. Dingell (D-Dearborn), Fred Upton (R-St. Joseph), Bart
Stupak (D-Menominee), and Mike Rogers (R-Brighton). Mr. Dingell, as the ranking
Democrat on the Committee, and Mr. Upton and the Chairman of the Subcommittee
on Telecommunications and the Internet, are particularly critical players in this
review.

CCSSO NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND TASK FORCE HOLDS FIRST MEETING

The Council of Chief State School Officers Board of Directors in mid-January
appointed a 19-member Task Force on the Reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Made up of six chief state school officers and an
array of state education agency staff (See Appendix D), the task force met for the
first time on February 1 in Washington, D.C., to layout ground rules and determine
priorities. The group is the brainchild of CCSSO President Valerie Woodruff,
Secretary of Education for the State of Delaware, and chaired by Elizabeth
Burmaster, Wisconsin Superintendent of Public Instruction. Ms. Roberta Stanley,
Director of Administrative Law and Federal Relations in MDE, serves on the panel
representing Michigan.

Chiefs agreed they wanted to have a major impact on the reauthorization that is
expected to commence in 2007. In the immediate future Congressional field and
oversight hearings are expected to be held throughout the second session of the
110th Congress in 2006. Since then, a new Chairman has been named to head the
House Education and Workforce Committee, Congressman Howard "Buck" McKeon
(R-Califomia), who is likely to pursue the issue differently than the previous
Chairman, John Boehner (D-Ohio), who was elected by his colleagues as House
Majority Leader.

The task force collectively agreed to concentrate on the major issues of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), rather than what were referred to
as the "in the weeds" issues. These major issues are especially, but not necessarily
limited to, accountability, growth models, calculation of Adequate Yearly Progress,
assessment instruments, teacher quality and investment, applicability to English
Language Learners, correlation with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
school and district leadership, and state education agency ability/capacity.

CCSSO staff will be developing a matrix showing other elementary and secondary
education-based organizations' positions, and the leadership from these
organizations will be attending and presenting to the CCSSO Legislative Conference
in April. To the extent possible CCSSO will collaborate with these groups ~nd the
National Governors' Association.



APPENDIX A

Committe For Educaiton Funding

FYO7 Education Program Eliminations

Education Department FY 2007 Discretionary Budget,
,. 2005 2006 2007

Program Appropriation Appropriation Request

INCLB:
[Foundations for Learning ~~" 982 ~ o!JJ

~~-~~!t_~
Excellence in Economic Education
Women's Educational Equity
School DropOut PreVention ~'930 .
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496,000
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1,739,46~-
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~~-

01
~
0
-0
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I Other K-12:

~~~~ Ame~ history and ~ ~
~

0
~tkJnal E~ucatfon National Prog~ ~ 01
IT~Prep Sta~ Grants 105.81.?J- -.104,754 ,
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Total, Other K-12 1,311,9001 1.298.286,

,Postsecondarv;B::1:: sti:jiiak - Oiyn1Pic 5molarships
0 I980

2,204
910

1~
--- -~~-~
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oppo!tunity Program -- ~ 2,946 0
Demonstration Projects for Students with
Disabilities 6,875 06,944

~
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IBVrd Honors Sc:hOlarships 40,590 I ~I
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~ .643 66,132-

~,~
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~.471J

:9J
il

---~--

Teacher Quality EnhanCement
leveraging Educational Assistan~
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Federal Perkins Loans'Cancellatiof1$
TRIO Talent Search
GEAR UP
TRIO Upward Bound-. ..

0 IJ45.3.!O ,
306,488 ,

309,939. i

~«:9"641

311,050

1,003,517To~l. Postsecondary



Committe For Educaiton Funding

FYO7 Education Program Eliminations



APP~IX B:f

I
j

,-

y Dep~m~~t 9{fj~d~tion
(In miRioos qfdollars}

2005. Estimate.

200.6. 2007

ISpe!ndcing

Di~e~ .Budge~ .Autli9rio/= ...

,;
~

'. :;t
..

~
'"M.

,.1., ..
-: ~..

~..
:T.

.
~~~~r! .~nd Second~tyEducation: -.

4 .. ..
.. .

:'-t-.
~-

'-,~';.
- .

.TrtJe..I.GIP~t() (EAs f
,~.' \ .."" : , '. .l1~~~lj~ 13

i~~ f,!!pn!)v~!JJent Gra(lf$ (~~
Readin.g -,f~t &n<:I Early Reading Ar:st 2

1;1~~ 1..132.:
~ As~mel;1~ 412-1 408,

99

..::,.

'.
.,
-

'

Tea~er~ ~-~-'=u~
Teach~ qu.ality$.tat~ ~ 2,9'7~:_~.~!;
,Gbarter~ \()pIs ~ograms

.' -- --

254~ 2511 ~'.
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Mei1K>randum:: BUC/get ~uthoI1ty r,om enacted supp/~men~
I 56.830Total.. D~onary outlays

Mandatory. Outlays:.
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L~~
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the mandatory to the discretionary side of the budget in 2007. For Comparability purposes, this
change Is reflected in the 20pS and 2006 columns as well.



APPENDIX C

The Telecommunications Act of 1996, created the E-rate program to provide schools, and libraries with affordable
access to advanced telecommunications services. Under the program, discounts ranging from 20% to 90% on
teiecommunications services, internet access, and internal connectk>ns are provided to eligible school and library
recipients up to a $2.25 billion annual cap.

82% of respondents
reported that

upgrading bandwidth
most likely will not
be possible without

E-rate funding

Since 1998, Michigan's sd'Ioois and libraries have benefited by more than $432
million in E-rate discounts, while all eligible schools and libraries nationwide have
been committed more than $14.6 billion. The chart below illustrates the commitments
for each funding year and service category. 1

'M1ile Mid'l/gan has received a significant amount of funding for internal connections,
the state's share is somewhat less than our population would typically draw because
the current census poverty rate, on which the distribution is based, is lower than it
would typically be.

The average
school/library

discount in MI is 590f0

Lowest
DjS(nJrt;

~fCX'
IC

70%

200/0

82%

87%

81 %

700/0

81%

Internal
~

Fooding
Year

T ~Iecornmunications
5eIvk:e T~InterMhx:ess

$58,362,932.72
$80,062,888.37
$53,542,304.22
$75,455,976.44
$55,272,779.70
$44,456,460.12
$44,353,591.27

$411,506,932.84

$27,498,581.42
$22,643,796.94
$27,647,072.82
$24,479,157.73
$28,340,154.25
$21,674,422.34
$21,152,396.16

$173,435,581.66

$3,176,091.96
$5,489,978.51
$5,420,168.99
$6,580,176.74
$8,057 ,286.35
$7.462,244.34
$7,495.520.89

$43,681,467.78

$27,688,259.34
$51,929,112.92
$20,475,062.41
$44,396,641.97
$18,875,339.10
$15,319,793.44
$15,705,674.22

$194,389,8~.40

1998 - 1
1999 - 2
2000-3
2001-4
2002 - 5
2003-6
2004 - 7

T~

These figures represent the enormous success of the E-rate in not only providing much-needed connectivity. but
also serving as the bedrock of the delivery system for quality education in today's schools. In August 2005, a
survey of Michigan school applicants who responded to an official state survey revealed:

Neariy 51 % of Michigan's schools reported that they reinvest E-rate savings into other temnology
expenditures and 51 % reported that E-rate accelerated the installation of technology in their schools

More than 47% of public schools indicated that they use E-rate discounted services to assist in complying
with No Child Left Behind Act requirements, through improved parent-teacher communications. distance
learning, Advanced Placement (AP) courses and online data reporting.

In 1998, 78% of Michigan's sd1OoIs had bandwidth at less than T -1 speeds (with 390/0 having only dial-up
connectivity or none at all). In 2005, 47% of all Michigan schools had connectivity at T -1 speeds, and 44%
of schools had greater than T -1 COMedivity. More than 61 % of schools attributed this increase in
bandwidth directly to E-rate funding.

More than 56% of schools indicate they will need to increase their bandwidth even more in the next 1-3
years (35% will need more bandwidth in the next 4-10 years) and of those schools. 82% reported that it
most likely will not be possible without E-rate funding.

The success of the E-rate program and its benefit to students, classrooms and sd1OOlscamot be overstated. The
program must remain in place for years to come to ensure that Schools and their students have continuity of service
with updated technological access and equipment. Wlile most applicants would prefer that the program's
burdensome forms and requirements be simplified, they are in uniform agreement that E-rate is vital to providing
quality education to prepare students to be digital citizens in a global society.

1
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.:~~-~~'o. CCSSO .
COUNCIL OF CHIEF STATE SCHOOL OFFICE!tS

One Massadlusetts Avenue NW . Suite 700 . Wasbington. DC 2<XXJ1-1431
Phone (202) 336-7000 . Fax (202) 408-8072
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TIE COUtfal. cw aaEF STATE
SCHOOL OFPlCEU

ESEA TASK FORCE DIRECTORY

CALIFORNIA
Gavin Payne
Chief Deputy Superintendent
California Department of Education
1430 N Street . .
Sacramento, CA. 95814
P: (916) 319-0794 F: (916) 319-0104
E-mail: ~vnd@cde.ca.2ov

GEORGIA
Martez Hill
Policy Director
Georgia Department of Education
205 Jesse Hill Junior Drive
2053 Twin Towers East
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
P: (404) 651-7562 F: (404) 651-6867
E-mail: mhill@4oe.k12.28.usDELAWARE

Robin Taylor
AssoCiate Secretary of Assessment and
ACCO\mtability
Delaware Department of Education
John G. Townsend Building
40 1 Fedel'al Street, Suite 2
Dover, DE 19901-3639
P: (302) 139-3902 F: (302) 139-3092
E-mail: rtavlor(Q)doe.k12.de.us

rnAHQ
Sally Tiel
Supervisor of Cwriculum, Ins1ruction and
Assessment
Idaho DeparbD'ent of Education
650 West State Street
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, rn 83720-0027
P: (208)332-6943 F: (208) 334-2228
E-mail: srtiel{Q).sde.idaho.2ovvat eri e Woo<hufIIII

Secretary of Education
101m G. Townsend Building
401 Federal Street, Suite 2
Dovcr,DE 19901-3639
P: (302) 739-460 I F: (302) 739-4654
E-mail: vw~~oe.k12.de.U8
.CCSSO President

INDIANA
Wesley Broce
Assistant Superintendent
Indiana Department of Education
151 W. Ohio Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
P: (317) 232-9050 F: (317) 233-2196
Email: wbruc~doe.state.in.usFLORmA

HannaSkandera
Deputy Commissioner
Florida Department of Education
325 West Gaines Street
Suite 814
Tallahasse~, FL 32399 .

P: (850) 245-0437 F: (850) 245-9288
E-mail: banna.skandera(Q).f1doe.or2

IOWA
Judy Jeffrey
Director of Education
Iowa Department of Education
Grimes State Office Building
East 14th & Grand Streets
Des Moines, IA 50319-0146
P: (515) 281-3436 F: (515) 281-4122
E-mail: _iugy .ieffrev@iowa.&QY



KANSAS
Alexa Posny
Assistant CoImnissioner
Kansas Department of Education
120 East Tenth S1reet
Topeka, KS 66612
P: (785) 296-2303 F: (785) 296-1413
E-mail: ~snV(@.ksde.0r2:

NEW MEXICO
Veronica C. Garcia
Secretary of Education
New Mexico Public Education Department
Education Building
300 Don Gaspar
Sante Fe,NM 87501-2786
P: (505) 827-6688 F: (505) 827-6520
E-mail: veronica.szarcial~.nm.usKEN1U CK Y

Kevin Noland
Deputy Conunissioner
Kentucky Department of Education
Capital Plaza Tower, Room 131
500 Mero Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
P: (502) 564-4474 F: (502) 564-9321
Email: knoland@.kde.state.kv.us

NORTH CAROLINA
Lou Fabri7io
Director, Accoootability Services
Nordt Carolina Department of Public Instruction
6314 Mail Service Center
Room 225
Raleigh, NC 27699
P: (919) 807-3770 F: (919) 807-3772
E-mail: 1fabrizi~i.state.nc.us

QIllQ
Jeremy Marks
Legislative Liaison
Ohio Department of Education
25 South Front Street. Th Floor
CoI'tUnbus, OR 43215-4183
P: (614) 466-3125 F: (614) 728-5453
Email: j~ .marks(mode.state.oh.us

MAINE
Jaci Holmes
Federal Liaison
Maine De~t of Education
23 State House Station
August, ME 04333-0023
P: (207) 624,.6669 F: (207) 624-6601.
Email: jaci.ho~~~.20V

MARYLAND
Ann Chafin
Director
Program Improvement and Family Support
Maryland State DepartInent of Education
200 West Baltimore Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
P: (410) 767-0286 F: (410) 333-8010
E-mail: achafin~de.state.md.us

UTAH
Patti Harrington
State Superintendent of Public InstruCtion
Utah State Office of Education
250 EaSt 500 South
P.O. Box 144200
Salt Lake City. UT 84114-4200
P: (801) 538-7510 F: (801) 538-7768
E-mail: ~tti.hatrin2ton(ii).schoo1s.utah.20vMIClllGAN

Roberta Stanley
Federal Liaison
Michigan Department of Education
P.O. Box 30008
Lansing, MI 48909
P: (517) 335-0436 F: (517) 373-9238
Email: stan! e ~ c hi 2an. 20 V

WASHINGTON
Mary Alice Heuschel
Deputy Superintendent
Washington Department of Public Instruction
Old Capitol Building
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