
We know from research and practice that safe, healthy students make better learners and better learners make active, healthy citizens.  However, it can be a challenge to support our local school health and safety efforts due to limited funding and resources.  In an effort to promote health and safety as a top priority of schools, the following table was developed to clarify the connection of Title-IV Safe and Drug-Free Schools (SDFS) to No Child Left Behind and Michigan Education Yes.  This information was presented at the SDFS Coordinators Meeting on March 17, 2005 (Brighton, MI), with many of the local examples of SDFS efforts generated by SDFS Coordinators during that meeting.

	
	Title IV Safe and Drug-Free Schools (SDFS)
	Local Examples of SDFS Efforts Linked to 

NCLB and MI Education Yes

	No Child Left Behind
	Improved Instruction
	Violence/ Drug Prevention Curricula
	(Michigan Model, Second Step, and Connecting with Kids curricula are tied to MI Standards, Benchmarks, or Grade-Level Content Expectations (Implement lessons across the curriculum or in specific content areas (e.g., social studies)  

	
	Healthy Learning Environment
	Prevention Strategies that Promote a Healthy Learning Environment
	(Bullying prevention (Service Learning (Character Education (Asset Building (Coordinated school health and safety model overlaps with SDFS (Positive Behavioral Support (Conduct climate assessment (e.g., survey)

	
	Safe School Environment (Avoid “Unsafe School” Designation)
	Strategies that Promote a Safe School Environment (physical and emotional)
	(Homeland Security assessment and training (School Climate building strategies (Bullying Prevention strategies (Align needs assessment and services with those to avoid designation of “persistently dangerous school” (Use data to demonstrate correlation between climate and academic performance in your schools

	
	Parent Involvement
	Strategies that Promote Parent Involvement in their Child’s Schooling
	(Parent Newsletter (Backpack Program (Parent workshops and seminars

	
	Supplementary Education Services for Target Populations
	Strategies that Target Low-Income, Homeless, or Limited English Proficiency Students
	(After-School prevention education programs

	
	
	
	

	Michigan Education Yes

(Michigan’s tool for assessing progress toward achieving NCLB requirements)
	Curriculum Alignment of other Content Areas (e.g., health education)
	Progress toward alignment of safety, violence, and drug prevention
	(Michigan Model is currently aligned with the Health Education Standards and Benchmarks

	
	School Improvement Process
	Title IV Principles of Effectiveness (Data-driven, content-centered planning, research-based programs, evaluation)
	(Incorporate SDFS process into NCA Performance Accreditation or other school Improvement process (Incorporate results of Search Institute Survey other SDFS needs assessment into NCA school profile and MI Map (Student-launched awareness team to identify academic, attendance, and emotional needs and gaps in addressing those needs. 

	
	Teacher Quality and Professional Development
	Title IV Principles of Effectiveness (training in research-based instructional practices)
	(Incorporate SDFS process into NCA Performance Accreditation or other school improvement process  (Faculty training and awareness in SDFS efforts (Bullying prevention in-service for school staff

	
	Extended Learning Opportunities
	Drug/Violence prevention opportunities available during non-school  hours
	(After-school or weekend prevention education program            (“Healing to wellness” programs that help students and families in recovery to stay on right track (tertiary prevention).

	
	Coordination/communication with local organizations serving youth.
	SDFS Advisory Board
	(Key community leaders on SDFS Advisory Board (District/ school participation in  community anti-drug coalition (Roundtable (e.g., Circle of Health Initiative) of community partners (Shared funding/services with community organizations(Utilize faith community to involve parents and community in SDFS efforts

	
	Advanced coursework
	Provide prevention-related learning opportunities which respond to the diversity of learners
	(Education Yes document lists “mentoring” as a strategy to meet this criteria (Partnership between high school and community college to offer associate’s degree that includes completion of health-related classes.

	
	Family Involvement: Communication
	Provide strategies to communicate prevention messages between school, families, and the community
	(Parent newsletters (Printed materials for parents (Parent surveys

	
	Family Involvement: Collaboration
	Collaborate with families and community to build positive relationships that support prevention for   all students
	(Parent education programs (Parent evaluations/ surveys   (Parent-school partnerships (After-prom party donations from local businesses (Utilize faith community to involve parents and community in SDFS efforts

	
	Student Attendance and Drop-Out
	Drug/Violence-prevention strategies/programs that also impact discipline and attendance rates
	(Second Step( Michigan Model (Peer mediation (Social skills enhancement programs (Drop-out prevention program (“SMART”) that includes Second Step in the curriculum; (Balanced and restorative justice (BARJ) includes strong prevention component



Based upon feedback from SDFS Coordinators at their 3/17/05 meeting, the following are some examples of the role SDFS Coordinators can (and do) play in promoting the connection of SDFS to NCLB and MI Education Yes:

· Make the connection yourself
· Compare the list of your efforts in SDFS and compare them to the goals of NCLB and MI Education Yes

· Learn more from research and other information about the connection and how to communicate the connection effectively.

· Build awareness, support, and linkages for SDFS
· Participate in principal luncheons to survey needs and suggest ways to support principals.

· Make presentations about SDFS efforts and outcomes to the school board

· Conduct administrative awareness meetings showing the link between prevention and academic achievement

· Encourage schools to have non-academic goals as well as academic goals as part of school improvement

· Utilize your SDFS Advisory Board as much as possible (e.g., collaboration on grant projects) Serve on your school and/or district improvement teams

· Serve on community groups with a mission involving youth health and safety (e.g., community anti-drug coalition)

· Utilize SDFS data to make the connection and build awareness/support/linkages

· Use needs assessment to define student and school needs

· Use evaluation data to illustrate success in helping keep students in school and achieving

· Incorporate SDFS into the bigger picture of school health and safety

· Encourage a comprehensive, coordinated approach toward health and safety education by utilizing the School Health Index (SHI information available at: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/shi/) and/or Healthy School Action Tool (HSAT information available at: http://mihealthtools.org/schools/Default.asp?tab=About).

· Use tested, evaluated models of school health and safety (e.g., Pat Cooper’s Coordinated School Health model)
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