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 American Stars of Teaching


The U.S. Department of Education will continue to focus attention on exemplary classroom teachers who are successful in using innovative teaching strategies and raising student academic achievement for all of their students by recognizing them as American Stars of Teaching. These teachers will be highlighted as representatives of the thousands of teachers who are making a difference in the lives of their students. The next group of American Stars of Teaching will be identified in each state and the District of Columbia and will represent all grade levels and disciplines. Officials from the U.S. Department of Education will again be visiting the classes of each American Star of Teaching to congratulate them on their success.


For further details or to nominate an exemplary teacher to be honored as an American Star of Teaching, please access � HYPERLINK "http://www.teacherquality.us/TeacherToTeacher/AmericanStars.asp" �http://www.teacherquality.us/TeacherToTeacher/AmericanStars.asp�.


�





Little Hands...Big Hearts...Making a Difference!  





Preschoolers and first graders, with their little hands and big hearts, set out to make a difference in Lowell, Michigan, by partnering with the local St. Mary’s Pregnancy Center in their efforts to make life a little brighter for some newborns, infants and toddlers.  The 42 children gathered at tables in the gym to create colorful posters, signs, and collection boxes, and 100 baby welcome cards. Once signs and banners were posted and boxes were in place, the children provided a list and invited all their families to donate new and gently used baby essentials for display in the main hallway showcase. Following Spring Break the classes gathered once more to sort, count and graph the items- booties, bottles, diapers, clothes, bibs and more -- over 300 items in all! This spring they delivered their donations to the nearby Pregnancy Center and celebrated their success with a “baby shower,” complete with a decorated cake and juice.  


For more information about this and other service-learning projects contact, Lowell Area Schools, Service-Learning Coordinator Carla Stone at (616) 897 - 4125








Service – Learning Summer Camp For Teachers


Featuring: Cathryn Berger Kay


August 2nd and 3rd (Deadline Extended)


Belding Area Schools-Administration Building


Teaching children. Making a difference. Teaching children to make a difference.





Topics include:


Curriculum Connections- Connects reading to reality uses literature as a springboard for change.


Strategies & Activities- Service-learning strategies and diverse themes to awaken and engage even the most reluctant learners.


Real-Life Examples- Common sense approach, wealth of examples from local service-learning practitioners!





Registration- $75.00 	Questions ? call Deb Wagner, Ionia ISD, (616) 522-1405














Service-Learning: Celebration


Celebrating and recognizing students' contributions to the service project is an essential part of service-learning. Through celebration, students can enjoy the satisfaction of a job well done. Some ideas for celebrations include: 


Special media coverage: newspaper articles, local TV coverage 


Joint celebrations with service partners 


Showing a slide show of the service project 


School assemblies 


Certificates 


Creating a scrapbook of photographs and reflections of the service project 


Going to a sporting or theatrical event


Painting a representative mural














Service-Learning Resources 





Federal Resources for Educational Excellence


More than 30 Federal agencies formed a working group in 1997 to make hundreds of federally supported teaching and learning resources easier to find. The result of that work is a FREE web site. For an overview of what's available please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ed.gov/free/index.html" ��www.ed.gov/free/index.html�





Peace Corps' Service: How Can I Make a Difference Web site 


Gives students the tools and resources to plan, develop, create, perform, and evaluate a service-learning project. This student section of the Peace Corps Web site features service-learning project ideas, tools for getting started, suggestions for making a difference each day, and links to cool service-learning sites that are geared expressly for students. Plus stories and tips from returned Peace Corps Volunteers that will inspire your students to make a difference in their schools and communities. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/students/service/" �http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/students/service/� The PeaceCorps web site also has links to all state service-learning sites, as well as to the standards for each state. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/service/links/statelinks.html" ��http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/service/links/statelinks.html�





"Show Me the Money: Tips & Resources for Successful Grant Writing" 


Many educators have found that outside funding, in the form of grants, allows them to provide their students with educational experiences and materials their own districts can't afford. Learn how they get those grants -- and how you can get one too. Included: Practical tips to help first-time grant writers get the grants they need. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.educationworld.com" ��www.educationworld.com�























New Quality Review Tool and Sustainability Index


RMC Research Corporation has been contracted by the State Education Agency Network (SEANet) to establish an online database on service-learning quality and sustainability. The database will help local and state users determine the status of programs at the local, state, and federal levels, and plan professional development services. Changes will be charted over time, for a period of up to three years. This database is designed for responses to be entered at the school level. If more than one person from a school completes the survey, every user's response will be aggregated together and reported as an average for the school. School level personnel can view results for their individual school. Data for schools within the same district will also be aggregated and can be viewed by the district. Data from districts within the same state will be aggregated and may be viewed by state-level Learn and Serve coordinators.


     If you are in the midst of developing a school or district wide service-learning initiative or if your goal is to better understand the components of high performing schools or districts, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.slqualityindex.com" ��www.slqualityindex.com�





To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.








_1087216607.bin

