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ANALYTES TESTED:
Bacterial isolate recovered from sterile sites only. Anaerobic isolates are no longer accepted for identification. Environmental specimens are accepted only after prior approval from the Bureau of Epidemiology.
USE OF TEST: 
Bacterial isolate identification.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
Test Request Form DCH-0583.
Specimen Submission Guidelines DCH-0597.
Transport Temperature: Refrigerated to ambient (2º-30ºC).
Patient Preparation: Not applicable.
SPECIMEN TYPE:
Specimen Required: A pure culture of bacteria isolated from a clinical specimen processed in a clinical microbiology laboratory elsewhere in the State of Michigan.
Minimum Acceptable Volume: Not applicable.
Container: Non-selective, non-differential medium agar slant in a screw capped tube with the cap securely tightened and taped. The shipping container must conform to federal Postal Service guidelines.
Shipping Unit:
· Unit 42B (IATA CATEGORY B).
· Unit 42A (IATA CATEGORY A): Shipped only by certified Category A trained personnel. Please contact our DASH unit at 517-335-8059 or our Bioterrorism Training Coordinator at 517-335-9653 if assistance is needed.
NOTE: Potential Select Agents (B. anthracis, Brucella sp., Burkholderia mallei/pseudomallei, Clostridium botulinum, Francisella tularensis, and Yersinia pestis) and known isolates of Shiga-toxin producing E. coli must be shipped Category A.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
[bookmark: _Hlk533768729]Culture isolates lacking two unique patient identifiers may not be tested (i.e., patient name, date of birth, patient submitter number).
Culture tubes must accompany specimen with the source, collection date, submitting agency and organism information.
[bookmark: _Hlk536109111]Isolates received on petri plates are NOT RECOMMENDED. Under special circumstances, please call us (517- 335-9641 or 517-335-9638) for further consultation.
Isolates received outside of appropriate transport temperature may not be tested.
TEST PERFORMED:
Methodology: MALDI-TOF, 16S rDNA PCR and sequencing and conventional methods. For Category A bacterial pathogen(s) identification, LRN protocols will be followed as recommended by CDC.
Turnaround Time: One to four weeks, depending on nature of isolate. 
· Testing is performed at the Bureau of Laboratories, Monday-Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:  
The genus and species level bacterial identification provide necessary information to clinicians on bacterial pathogen causing illness for empiric antimicrobial therapy.
REFERENCE RANGE:
Not applicable.
FEES: 	
Not applicable.
NOTES:
Coryneform and coagulase-negative staphylococci from blood should be recovered from multiple bottles prior to submission.
When mixed cultures are received, the submitter will be notified and requested to resubmit a pure isolate of relevant pathogen for identification.  
Our reference bacteriology section usually receives atypical and non-identifiable bacteria for further characterization. We perform array of testing, which includes MALDI-TOF, 16S PCR and sequencing, conventional biochemical testing, microscopy and serology. Therefore, our identification methods may require up to 4 weeks to generate identification profile on bacterial isolates. 
Clinically significant anaerobic isolates will be forwarded to CDC for identification after phone consultation (517- 335-9641 or 517-335-9638).  Please submit both an MDHHS test requisition (DCH-0583) and a CDC history form (50.34). Both forms are available on the MDHHS BOL website.
ALIASES: 
None.
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