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Clostridium botulinum Toxin Examination

ANALYTES TESTED:  Clostridium botulinum toxins A, B, C and E

USE OF TEST:  To confirm the diagnosis of botulism.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583 

Specimen Submission Guidelines

Transport Temperature:  Refrigerated
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Unpreserved feces, serum, implicated food(s) should be kept refrigerated.
Minimum Acceptable Volume:  Feces 15-25 grams; serum 7-10 ml; food 0.5 cup minimum.
Container:  Sterile wide-mouth screw-cap jars for foods and other available containers as appropriate.

Shipping Unit:  Unit 46.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing:  Testing must be pre-approved (See note #2)
Patient name

Patient date of birth

Specimen source (or food type)

Date collected

Submitting Agency

Specimens will be rejected if they:

•    Are received with either specimen container unlabeled or incomplete test request form or the specimen label not matching the test request form.

•    Are submitted in an inappropriate manner, i.e., are not shipped according to either Federal Postal Regulations and/or United Parcel Service/ Federal Express or other applicable, appropriate standards.

•    Are leaking. 

•    Are not pre-approved for testing. 

TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology: Culture of foods or stools.  Mouse inoculation for toxin.

Turn Around Time:  7-14 days
Laboratory confirmation of the presence of toxin is performed by neutralization studies in mice. Final results will not be available for 7-14 days.

When Performed:  Monday - Friday
*Note this test must be arranged with the laboratory prior to specimen transport (517/335-8067).


RESULT INTERPRETATION:
Laboratory confirmation of the presence of toxin is performed by neutralization studies in mice. Final results will not be available for 7-14 days.

Reference Range:  N/A
FEES: 
N/A

NOTES:
1. Transport all approved specimens to MDCH as rapidly as possible (by courier or by bus). Do not rely upon the mail service.

2. Do to the costs of reagents and the involvement of animal inoculations, all testing for food borne illness MUST be arranged with MDCH Surveillance and Infectious Disease Epidemiology Section (517/335-8165) and the Microbiology Section Manager (517/335-9641.)
ALIASES:

None
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