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Enteric Bacterial Pathogens Isolation and Identification 
ANALYTES TESTED: Salmonella spp., Shigella spp., Campylobacter spp. and shiga toxin  producing E. coli.  Other bacterial pathogens tested by special requests (See note #1.)  
USE OF TEST:  
Bacteriological diagnosis of gastrointestinal disease caused by Salmonella spp., Shigella spp., Campylobacter spp. and shiga toxin producting E. coli.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583 

Specimen Submission Guidelines

Transport Temperature:  Ambient
SPECIMEN TYPE:


Specimen Required:  Feces.

Minimum Acceptable Volume:  10 grams of feces in appropriate transport media.

Container:


Shipping Unit:  Unit 1.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing:

Patient name

Patient date of birth

Specimen source

Date collected

Submitting Agency

Specimens will be rejected if they:

· Are received with either specimen container unlabeled or incomplete test request form or the specimen label not matching the test request form.

· Are submitted in an inappropriate manner, i.e., are not shipped according to either Federal Postal Regulations and/or United Parcel Service/ Federal Express or other applicable, appropriate standards.

· Are leaking. 

· Are in expired transport media.

· Are submitted without a transport medium or in an improper transport medium.
TEST PERFORMED:


Methodology:  Culture of stools; EIA for shiga toxin

Turn Around Time:  Negative - three days.  Positive - up to five days.
Incomplete test requisition information may delay reporting up to seven days.


When Performed:  Monday through Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:
The presence of these bacteria in fecal specimens from symptomatic individuals is evidence of fecal-oral contamination via food, water, fomites or the hands.


Reference Range:  N/A
FEES: 
N/A

NOTES:
1.  Upon request, fecal specimens will be cultured for other bacterial pathogens such as Yersinia enterocolitica, Plesiomonas spp., Aeromonas spp., and Vibrio spp.


2.  Specimens from suspected or recognized food borne disease outbreaks must be identified as such and the laboratory must be notified prior to submission of specimens.

3.  Serotyping of all new isolates of Salmonella spp. will be performed. Repeat isolates of Salmonella spp. from the same patient will be serotyped every three months.

ALIASES:

None
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