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Foodborne Illness Testing - UP Lab

TEST CODE: 0701

USE OF TEST: For the diagnosis of food borne illness due to the pathogens described below.

TEST PERFORMED:  Houghton M-F(Salmonella spp., Shigella spp., E.coli O157:H7 or Campylobacter jejuni).

ANALYTIC TIME: Negative - four days.

If toxin testing and/or plate counts are required, add up to an additional three days.

INTERPRETATION: The presence of any of the specified microorganisms in clinically significant amounts in conjunction with epidemiologic evidence incriminating a food vehicle of food borne illness is a significant finding.

SPECIMEN TYPE: Feces in transport media, vomitus in sterile plastic containers.

VOLUME: Feces, 15-25 grams.

UNIT NUMBER: Unit 46.

CONTAINER: Sterile, wide-mouth, screw-cap containers for foods, other appropriate sterile containers for feces (Unit 1).

FORM NUMBER: Upper Peninsula DCH 0572. 

*NOTE*

1. All specimens should be held under refrigerator temperatures and NOT frozen.  Transport all specimens to the laboratory as rapidly as possible (by courier or by bus) - do not wait until the end of the epidemiologic investigation. Do not rely upon the mail services.  Food items will be tested in the MDCH-Lansing laboratory.

2. Stools for Clostridium perfringens, Bacillus cerus, and Staphylococcus aureus are tested at the MDCH-Lansing laboratory.  Stool samples should be accompanied by a sample of the food consumed by the patient.

3.  All requests for food borne illness testing must go through the appropriate local health department.

4. All testing for food borne illness MUST be arranged with MDCH Communicable Disease Epidemiology Division (517/335-8165) and the Houghton Laboratory prior to specimen transport. Only those specimens epidemiologically linked to the outbreak will be tested. No testing will be performed unless there are at least two individuals who do not reside in the same household involved.

5. Specimens received at the laboratory without epidemiologic data will be held and refrigerated for two weeks. If additional information is not received in that time, the specimens will be destroyed and the results will be sent out as "Unacceptable due to lack of epidemiologic findings."

6. Testing fish for (scombro ciguatera) toxin is not available at MDCH or CDC. Please contact the Michigan Department of Agriculture (517/337-5051).

