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Fungal Culture Referred for Identification

ANALYTES TESTED: Fungal isolate from sterile sites.
USE OF TEST:  
For identification of referred fungal (mould) isolates and Nocardia spp.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583  

Specimen Submission Guidelines

Transport Temperature: Ambient (Do not allow to freeze)
SPECIMEN TYPE:


Specimen Required:
Fungal culture isolates acquired from human clinical specimens.  With the exception of suspect isolates of Nocardia spp. and dimorphic fungi, the isolate must be from a normally sterile site.  Must be pure culture isolates with visible growth on the surface of solid medium in screw capped containers.

MDCH does not accept yeasts or dermatophytes for identification.


Minimum Acceptable Volume:  Visible growth.
Container:  Screw-capped solid medium slants or blakes.
Shipping Unit:  Unit 42B (IATA Category B)
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
Critical Data Needed For Testing:

Patient name
Patient date of birth

Specimen source

Date of specimen collection

Submitter name and address

Specimens will be rejected if they:

· are of insufficient quantity, i.e. no visible growth

· are of insufficient quality, i.e. mixed or contaminated with other organisms
· are received with either the specimen container not labeled or test request form does not contain critical data or does not agree with the information on the specimen
· are not shipped according to IATA shipping regulations
· are broken or leaking
· are submitted in petri plates.  If culture is from a priority specimen or is a suspect bioterrorism agent, please call for consult and guidance.  (517) 335-8063
· are from non-sterile sites with the exception of Nocardia spp. or dimorphic fungi.
TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology:  Direct microscopic examination, subculture, biochemical, genetic probe and HPLC testing.

Turn Around Time:  Up to 28 days 
When Performed:  Monday through Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:  
All moulds will be identified to species if possible and when speciation is considered clinically significant.  If speciation is not possible, the organism will be reported to the genus and may be grouped with other similar organisms.  The following fungi are considered pathogens when isolated from any human source: Blastomyces dermatitidis, Coccidioides immitis, Cryptococcus neoformans, Histoplasma capsulatum, and Sporothrix schenckii.


Reference Range: N/A
FEES: 
N/A

NOTES:
1. Please contact the Microbiology Laboratory for assistance in the interpretation of laboratory findings.

2. Prior arrangements must be made with the Microbiology Laboratory before transporting any specimens associated with a suspected environmental outbreak.

3. Although Nocardia spp. are bacteria, they are identified in the Mycology Unit. Therefore, they should be handled in the same manner as a culture for fungi.
4. Fungal cultures will only be accepted in tubed or bottled media. Cultures in petri plates will NOT be accepted.  Cultures submitted on petri plates are hazardous to laboratory personnel, mail carriers and courier services.

5. See Fungal Serology (Viral Serology Section) for additional serological testing information.
ALIASES:

None
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