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BUREAU OF LABORATORIES

HCV RIBA

Rev. 12/6/2010

HCV Supplemental RIBA Strip Immunoblot Assay (SIA)
ANALYTES TESTED:    Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) antibody.
TEST CODE:  2845
USE OF TEST:  Supplemental test for repeatedly reactive HCV EIA samples with low serum to cut off (s/co) ratios.
This test is available to local health department clients who were transfused prior to 1992 and who can not obtain the testing in the private sector when the HCV EIA serum to cut-off ratios indicate the need for supplemental testing.  All others must use the HCV fee for service form.  See Notes section below.

SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583  (DCH-0583 fillable)


Specimen Submission Guidelines

Serum Specimen Collection DCH-0811
Transport Temperature:  Wet ice or ambient temperature.
MDCH Test Algorithm
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Serum or plasma collected in EDTA or a citrate-based anticoagulant.

Minimum Acceptable Volume: 2 ml
Container:  Plastic tube with skirted cap.

Shipping Unit: Unit 8
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing: patient identifier.
TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology:  RIBA Strip Immunoblot assay (SIA).

Turn Around Time:  3-4 weeks.

Where/When Performed: Lansing, weekly.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:


Reference Range:   No antibody detected.
Non-reactive: no evidence of anti-HCV antibodies in the sample.
Reactive: indicated presence of anti-HCV antibodies but cannot distinguish between present or past HCV infection.
Indeterminate: anti-HCV antibodies may or may not be present and a decision as to whether HCV infection exists cannot be made on the basis of serological testing alone.

FEES: 
$60, where applicable.
NOTES:
1. RIBA Strip Immunoassay (SIA) is performed on repeatedly reactive EIA specimens with low serum to cut off ratios.

2. RIBA SIAs are not preformed on request of submitter without previous HCV EIA performed at MDCH.

3. Specimens will be rejected if not in compliance with submission requirements.

4. Health Care Facilities who wish to access this HCV testing for employees may do so for a fee. Please phone accounting at (517) 241-5583 and purchase the Anti-HCV Confirmation form (FB 203).

5. Anti-HCV testing is only available free-of-charge to local health department clients who have a history of blood transfusion prior to 1992 and have no financial means of accessing testing at private sector laboratories.

ALIASES:  HCV, Hepatitis C virus, Hepatitis C, Hepatitis, RIBA
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