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ANALYTES TESTED:  
Hepatitis A Virus (HAV) IgM Antibody. PRIOR APPROVAL REQUIRED, (See note 1 below).
USE OF TEST:  
Chemiluminescent immunoassay (CLIA) is utilized for the detection of Hepatitis A IgM antibody (HAV-M) in human serum. 
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
Test Request Form MDHHS-6084.
Specimen Collection and Submission.
Transport Temperature: on frozen cold packs or dry ice, (<8°C).
No special patient preparation is required. 
SPECIMEN TYPE:
Specimen Required: Serum.
Minimum Acceptable Volume: 1 mL.
Container: 3 mL polypropylene screw capped tube or serum separator tube.
Shipping Unit: Unit 8A.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
Specimens lacking two unique patient identifiers (i.e., full name, date of birth) will not be tested.
Specimens received outside of appropriate transport temperature may not be tested.
Specimens are leaking.
Plasma is unacceptable for testing by this method.
TEST PERFORMED:
Methodology: Chemiluminescent Immunoassay (CLIA).
Turnaround Time: 72 hours.
Testing is performed at the Bureau of Laboratories, Monday-Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:
Antibody Absent: The absence of IgM antibody does not exclude the possibility of acute infection. Levels of HAV IgM antibody may be below the detection limits of the assay during early infection. The timing of specimen collection in conjunction with clinical symptoms should be considered. Blood levels of biotin at a concentration of >600 ng/ml may produce a false negative result.
Antibody Present: The detection of Hepatitis A IgM antibody does not necessarily imply acute infection. Anti-HAV IgM is detectable usually for 3-6 months after the onset of disease. 
Equivocal Result: If clinically indicated, re-testing in 2-4 weeks may help to determine infection status. A change in result from equivocal to positive indicates acute infection whereas no change is normally associated with late or recovering disease or the presence of interfering substances.
REFERENCE RANGE:  
ABSENT (No antibody detected).
FEES: 	
Not Applicable.
NOTES:
Hepatitis A testing is undertaken free of cost to confirm results of testing performed at another laboratory or as part of an outbreak investigation. Hepatitis A IgM antibody testing is only performed upon prior approval by the Bureau of Epidemiology 517-335-8165 or the Virology Section Manager 517-335-8099.  
In most infected individuals, HAV IgM antibody is detectable 5 to 10 days before the onset of symptoms and declines to undetectable levels within 6 months.
This test is not to be used for routine hepatitis screening due to false positives seen in patients with other conditions.
ALIASES:  
HAV-M.
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