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BUREAU OF LABORATORIES

Antibody to Hepatitis B Surface Antigen Determination (anti-HBs)

Rev. 3/25/2014

Hepatitis B Antibody Determination 
(anti-HBsAg)
ANALYTES TESTED:    Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) antibody.
USE OF TEST:  Enzyme immunoassay (EIA) is utilized for the detection of antibody to Hepatitis B surface antigen in human serum.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583 


Specimen Submission Guidelines

Serum Specimen Collection DCH-0811
Transport Temperature:  Frozen, wet ice or ambient temperature.
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Serum 
Minimum Volume: 1 ml
Container:  3 or 5 ml plastic tube with skirted cap.

Shipping Unit: Unit 8
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
Specimen lacking two unique patient identifiers (i.e., full name, date of birth) will not be tested. 

Plasma is unacceptable for testing by this method.
TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology:  Enzyme Immunoassay (EIA).

Turn Around Time:  1-2 weeks.

Where/When Performed: Lansing, weekly.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:


Reference Range:   
For unvaccinated individuals: ABSENT (No antibody detected).
For vaccinated/previously exposed individuals: PRESENT (antibody detected).

1. Antibody Absent:

Result indicates no serologic evidence of previous exposure to HBV and the patient may lack immunity.

2. Antibody Present:

Result indicates serologic evidence of previous exposure or vaccination to HBV.  A positive test for anti-HBs can be a useful adjunct for assessing immunity to Hepatitis B virus post HBV infection (clinical recovery) or post vaccination.
FEES: 
N/A
NOTES:
1. This assay does not distinguish vaccine-induced immunity from HBV infection-induced immunity.
2. Patients who have received blood components or immunoglobulin, or neonates of mothers with current or past HBV infection, may have a positive anti-HBs result for 3-6 months due to passive antibody.

3. The presence of antibody to Hepatitis B surface antigen in exposed individuals indicates immunologic response and potential viral clearance.

4. If “exposure to someone with Hepatitis B” is indicated on the test requisition form HBsAg and anti-HBsAg will automatically be performed.

ALIASES:  anti-HBs, HBsAb.
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