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Legionella spp. Isolation and Identification

ANALYTES TESTED:
Suspected bacterial isolate or a clinical specimen.  Environmental or water samples are accepted only after prior approval from epidemiology.
USE OF TEST:  
For the isolation and identification of Legionella spp. from clinical specimens obtained from patients with illnesses compatible with legionellosis.

SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583 

Specimen Submission Guidelines

Transport Temperature: Ambient
SPECIMEN TYPE:


Specimen Required:  

Bronchoscopy; transtracheal aspirate; bronchial biopsy, bronchial washing, sputum, and brushing specimens.

For serological testing see Bacterial and Parasitic Serology.



Minimum Acceptable Volume:  

Minimum of 1.0 ml or 1g tissue (prevent from desiccation using sterile water).

Container:


Shipping Unit:  Unit 12
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing:



Patient Name



Patient Date of Birth



Specimen Source



Date Collected



Submitting Agency

TEST PERFORMED:


Methodology:


Turn Around Time:  Up to 14 days.


When Performed:  Monday through Friday.


RESULT INTERPRETATION:
The presence of Legionella spp. in a clinical specimen obtained from a patient with clinical symptomatology suggestive of legionellosis constitutes laboratory diagnosis of the illness.


Reference Range:  N/A
FEES: 
N/A

NOTES:
1. A direct fluorescent antigen test should be requested simultaneously on specimens submitted for culture for Legionella spp.

2. There is a much greater likelihood that Legionella spp. will be recovered from tissues, washings, or brushings obtained from deep within the respiratory tree than from sputum or tracheal aspirates. Growth of this bacterium may be inhibited by the normal flora of the upper respiratory tract.

3. Saline and salt-containing fluids are inhibitory to the Legionella spp.; therefore, exposure to these compounds should be limited as much as possible.

4. Specimens to be cultured for Legionella spp. should be held at refrigerator temperatures during transport to preserve viability.

5. Sputum specimens are not accepted for Legionella DFA.

ALIASES:

None
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