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ANALYTES TESTED:
Cultures positive for Acid-fast bacilli (AFB).
USE OF TEST:
Identification of AFB culture positive isolates.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
Test Request Form: DCH-0583 (AFB Identification-Isolate ID).
Specimen Submission Guidelines: DCH-0721.
· Transport Temperature: Refrigerated to Ambient (2º-30ºC).
· Patient Preparation: None.
SPECIMEN TYPE:
Specimen Required: 
· AFB positive solid media in screw cap tubes.
· AFB positive broth culture bottles. 
· AFB positive broth aliquots in screw cap tubes.
Minimum Acceptable Volume: Not applicable.
Container: 
· Infectious Substance Category A Shipper.
· Infectious Substance Category B Shipper.
Shipping Unit:
· Unit 42B-unknown isolate for identification.
· Unit 42A-known isolate of M. tuberculosis complex.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
Critical Data Needed for Testing: 
Patient Name. 
Patient Date of Birth.
Specimen Source.
Date Collected.
Submitting Agency.
Incomplete test requisition information may lead to testing cancelation or a delay in testing and reporting.
Specimens will be rejected if they:
Are received with either specimen container unlabeled or incomplete test request form or mismatch of the specimen label to the test request form. 
Are submitted in an inappropriate manner, i.e., are not shipped according to either Federal Postal Regulations and/or United Parcel Service/Federal Express or other applicable, appropriate standards.
Are received leaking or broken.
Are received on petri plates.
Specimens received outside of appropriate transport temperature may not be tested
TEST PERFORMED:
· Mycobacterial identification by MALDI-TOF:
· Biochemical testing is utilized to differentiate members of the M. tuberculosis complex.
· Nucleic acid amplification testing (NAAT) to rapidly rule out M. tuberculosis complex.
· Turnaround Time: A preliminary/final report will be issued within 2-4 working days upon receipt in the laboratory.
· Final culture results on difficult identifications or mixed cultures may be delayed.
· Testing is performed at the Bureau of Laboratories, Monday-Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:
All identifications are reported according to the test method used for identification (MALDI-TOF, NAAT).
Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex isolated from a new patient will have a final species level identification, when possible, based on biochemical test interpretation.
REFERENCE RANGE:
Not Applicable.
FEES:
Not Applicable.
NOTES:
· Contact the Mycobacteriology laboratory at 517-335-9636 or 517-335-9637 with questions concerning the submission of cultures for Mycobacteriology identification.
· Final identification may be delayed on mixed cultures.
ALIASES:
AFB identification; Mycobacterial identification.
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