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Mycobacterium spp. Referred Culture Identification

ANALYTES TESTED:  Pure culture isolates of acid-fast bacilli 
USE OF TEST:  To speciate pure culture isolates of acid-fast bacilli referred for species identification.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583

Specimen Submission Guidelines

Transport: Ambient Temperature (do not allow to freeze)
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Acid fast bacterial growth on egg based or synthetic agar slants in screw-cap tubes or from AFB positive bottles from rapid broth AFB detection systems. 
Minimum Acceptable Volume:  Detectable AFB growth on solid or broth media.  For broth culture a minimum of 2 ml is required.

Container:  Sealed screw cap solid medium slants or broth medium tubes/vials’

Shipping Unit:  Unit 42
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
Critical Data Needed For Testing:

Patient name
Patient date of birth 

Specimen source

Date of specimen collection

Submitter name and address

Specimens of any type will be subject to rejection if they:

· are of insufficient quantity  
· are of insufficient quality
· are of excessive age for the type of examination requested
· are received with either the specimen container not labeled or test request form does not contain critical data or does not agree with the information on the specimen
· are not shipped according to IATA shipping regulations
· are broken or leaking 

· are mixed or overgrown with non-mycobacterial organisms
·  are submitted on petri plates.
TEST PERFORMED:


Methodology:  Genetic Probes, HPLC and phenotypic biochemical testing

Turn Around Time: 24 – 72 hours

When Performed:  Monday through Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:
Speciation can confirm a previously identified mycobacterium or provide an identification if not already known. However, unless the isolate is Mycobacterium tuberculosis, its significance and relationship to the patient’s pathologic process cannot be determined in the laboratory.  Mycobacteria other than tuberculosis (MOTT) will be identified by rapid means, if possible.  However, isolates that cannot be identified by rapid methods will be reported as MOTT.  Further species identification of these isolates using other identification methods is available by request.

NOTES:
1. Please contact the Mycobacteriology Laboratory at 517-335-9636 with any questions concerning the submission of cultures for mycobacteriology testing.
2. Susceptibility testing is only available for M. tuberculosis complex.
3. The reporting of cultures submitted for identification that are not pure isolates will be delayed.
4. An identification of mycobacteria other than tuberculosis (MOTT) does not determine clinical significance or that a disease process exists due to MOTT.
ALIASES:
AFB Identification

Mycobacterial Identification
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