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Neisseria spp. Referred Cultures

ANALYTES TESTED:  Neisseria spp. isolates
USE OF TEST:  For the diagnosis of sexually transmitted disease due to Neisseria gonorrhoeae and for the determination of the antibiotic susceptibility pattern.  Isolates of Neisseria meningitidis from blood or spinal fluid will be serogrouped.  

SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583 

Specimen Submission Guidelines

Transport Temperature: Ambient – DO NOT REFRIGERATE
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Pure culture of Neisseria spp. on chocolate agar slant submitted for confirmation of identification and susceptibility testing or serogrouping as appropriate.

Minimum Acceptable Volume:  Not applicable.

Container:  Screw-capped tube solid media slant.  Must conform to Federal Postal Service guidelines.

Shipping Unit:  Unit 42 - Pure Culture.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing:

Patient name

Patient date of birth

Specimen source

Date collected

Submitting Agency

Specimens will be rejected if they:

•  Are of insufficient quantity, i.e. no visible growth.
•  Are received with either specimen container unlabeled or incomplete test request form or the specimen label not matching the test request form.

•  Are submitted in an inappropriate manner, i.e., are not shipped according to either Federal Postal Regulations and/or United Parcel Service/ Federal Express or other applicable, appropriate standards.

•  Are leaking. 

•  Are sent on expired transport media.

•  Are submitted on Petri plates.  
Incomplete test requisition information may delay reporting up to seven days.

TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology:  Biochemical identification.  Susceptibility testing by disk diffusion and/or E test.
Turn Around Time:  Typically two-three days.  Aberrant cultures may take an additional two days.

When Performed:  Monday through Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:
N. gonorrhoeae is recognized as a pathogen in any human clinical specimen in which it occurs. Its presence is indicative of a reportable sexually transmitted disease. Susceptibility testing is performed on all N. gonorrhoeae isolates. N. meningitidis is considered normal flora when present in the nasopharynx. It may cause septicemia and meningitis in some patients. N. meningitidis cultures will be serogrouped only when isolated from blood or cerebral spinal fluid.


Reference Range: N/A
FEES: 
N/A

NOTES:
1.  Neisseria meningitidis cultures will only be serogrouped when they are isolated from a normally sterile site, i.e., blood or cerebral spinal fluid.


2.  Please contact the Microbiology Section with questions regarding the interpretation of susceptibility tests. (517) 335-9641.

3.  N. gonorrhoeae isolates from cultures performed at other laboratories may be forwarded for susceptibility testing.

ALIASES:

None
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