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ANALYTES TESTED:
Cervical, rectal, urethral, throat, or conjunctival specimens submitted on Thayer-Martin medium.
USE OF TEST:
For the diagnosis of sexually transmitted disease due to Neisseria gonorrhoeae and determination of antibiotic susceptibility pattern.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
Test Request Form: DCH-0583
Specimen Submission Guidelines.
Transport Temperature: Ambient Temperature (15ºC to 30ºC) – DO NOT REFRIGERATE.
Patient Preparation: None.
SPECIMEN TYPE:
Specimen Required: Genital, oropharyngeal, or anorectal specimens inoculated onto a selective, enriched medium (modified Thayer-Martin) and incubated at 35-37°C in 5% CO2 overnight before transport by courier to MDHHS.
Minimum Acceptable Volume: Not applicable.
Container: JEMBEC, InTray, or other applicable N. gonorrhoeae transport system. 
Shipping Unit(s): Not Applicable.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
Critical Data Needed for Testing:
Patient Name.
Patient Date of Birth.
Specimen Source.
Date Collected.
Submitting Agency.
Incomplete test requisition information may delay reporting up to seven days.
Specimen lacking two unique patient identifiers may not be tested (i.e., patient name, date of birth, patient submitter number).
Specimens will be rejected if they:
Are received unlabeled, with an incomplete test request form, or discrepant identification information provided on specimen and test requisition.  
Are submitted in an inappropriate manner not to IATA or NHTSA or commercial carrier rules and regulations.
Are leaking.
Are sent on expired transport media.
Specimens received outside of appropriate transport temperature may not be tested.
TEST PERFORMED:
Methodology: Biochemical or MALDI-TOF identification. Antimicrobial susceptibility testing performed by ETEST.
Turnaround Time: 
· Negative – two business days. 
· Positive - four business days.
When Performed: Monday through Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:
Reference Range: Not Applicable.
Culture positive for N. gonorrhoeae is indicative of a reportable sexually transmitted disease.  The Microbiology Section will perform antimicrobial susceptibility testing on all isolates of N. gonorrhoeae from specimens submitted to MDHHS.
FEES:
Not Applicable.
NOTES:
Please contact the Microbiology Section with questions regarding the interpretation of susceptibility tests. (517) 335-9641.
For non-culture method of detection refer to Neisseria gonorrhoeae and Chlamydia Non-culture by Amplified DNA Assay and sample submission form DCH-1248.
ALIASES: 
None.
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