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Norovirus PCR Assay – UP Lab
TEST CODE: 2951

USE OF TEST:  Detection of Norovirus infection in outbreaks of non-bacterial gastroenteritis.


TEST PERFORMED: Houghton/Monday-Thursday; Friday before noon.

ANALYTIC TIME: Four days


INTERPRETATION:  Detection of Norovirus RNA is indicative of infection with Norovirus.  A sample from which Norovirus RNA is not detected does not preclude diagnosis of Norovirus infection.  The virus may be present at levels below the limits of detection for this assay or inhibitors of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) may be present.


SPECIMEN TYPE:  

1. Stool, unpreserved and preferably collected within 24 to 48 hours of onset of symptoms.  


VOLUME:  
Liquid stool:  1.0 ml



Solid stool:  A minimum amount approximately the size of an olive.

UNIT NUMBER: Unit 46


CONTAINER: 

1. 50 ml sterile conical tube or urine specimen container included in Unit 46.

SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:

Test Request Form DCH-0572

Specimen Submission Guidelines

Specimen Collection Instructions DCH-0723


NOTE:

1.  Specimens will only be accepted to support outbreak investigations.  Contact the MDCH Communicable Disease Epidemiology Division (517-335-8165) for consultation.

2. Submit 3 to 6 stool samples per outbreak investigation.

3. Specimens are to be refrigerated after collection prior to transport to MDCH.  Do not freeze samples.  Transport to MDCH with refrigerant packs included in the specimen collection kit.

4.
Carey-Blair is not an acceptable transport medium for norovirus testing.

