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Parasitology Examination (Blood)

ANALYTES TESTED:  Blood Borne Parasites

USE OF TEST:  For the diagnosis of blood borne parasites.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583 

Specimen Submission Guidelines

Transport Temperature: Ambient
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Two thin blood films fixed and stained by the Giemsa method.  For suspect malaria also provide a tube of whole blood containing EDTA as the anticoagulant.


Minimum Acceptable Volume:  N/A
Container:  Slide shipping container, vacutainer tube with anticoagulant for whole blood. 

Shipping Unit:  N/A

SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing:

Patient name

Patient date of birth

Specimen source

Date collected

Submitting Agency

Specimens will be rejected if they:

•  Are received with either specimen container unlabeled or incomplete test request form or the specimen label not matching the test request form.

•  Are submitted in an inappropriate manner, i.e., are not shipped according to either Federal Postal Regulations and/or United Parcel Service/ Federal Express or other applicable, appropriate standards.

•  Are leaking. 

•  Are in expired anticoagulant.

•  Are blood specimens submitted without anticoagulant.
TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology: Light microscopy, Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) for malaria, if necessary.

Turn Around Time:  One day.

When Performed:  Monday through Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:
Definitive identification of blood borne parasites in a peripheral blood smear constitutes the diagnosis of disease.
PCR may be used if microscopic identification is not certain.


Reference Range:  N/A
FEES: 
N/A

NOTES:
1.  Generally, blood borne parasites do not occur endemically in the USA; therefore, specimens should only be obtained from travelers returning from foreign countries. Please contact the laboratory with questions regarding the occurrence or diagnosis of blood borne parasites.

ALIASES:  Malaria, Trypanosomiasis
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