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ANALYTES TESTED: 
Enterobius vermicularis.
USE OF TEST:  
The clear-cellulose-tape preparation is the most widely used procedure for the detection of human pinworm infections. Adult Enterobius vermicularis worms inhabit the large intestine and rectum; however, the eggs are not normally found in fecal material. The adult female migrates out the anal opening and deposits the eggs on the perianal skin, usually during the night. The eggs, and occasionally the adult female worms, stick to the sticky surface of the cellulose tape.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
Test Request Form DCH-0583.
Specimen Collection: (SEE NOTES).
Specimen Submission Guidelines.
Transport Temperature: Refrigerated to ambient (2ºC to 30ºC).
Patient Preparation: None.
SPECIMEN TYPE:
Specimen Required: Cellulose (Scotch) tape slide preparation (see notes section for further instructions).
Minimum Acceptable Volume: Not applicable.
Container: The slides must be shipped in appropriate slide container.
Shipping Unit: Not applicable.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
[bookmark: _Hlk533768729]Critical Data Needed for Testing: 
Patient Name.
Patient Date of Birth.
Specimen Source.
Date Collected.
Submitting Agency.
[bookmark: _Hlk170306970]Incomplete test requisition information may lead to testing cancelation or a delay in testing and reporting up to seven business days.
Specimen lacking two unique patient identifiers may not be tested (i.e., patient name, date of birth, patient submitter number).
Specimens will also be rejected if they:
Are received with either specimen unlabeled, incomplete test request form or label mismatch between specimen label and test request form.
Are submitted in an inappropriate manner, i.e., not shipped according to either Federal Postal Regulations and/or United Parcel Service/Federal Express or other applicable, appropriate standards.
Are inappropriate specimen types (i.e. stool specimens)
Specimens received out of appropriate transport temperature may not be tested.
TEST PERFORMED:
Methodology: Microscopic examination.
Turnaround Time: Two days.
When Performed: During normal business hours Monday-Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:
No Parasites Found. Enterobius vermicularis not found. 
Parasites Found. Enterobius vermicularis eggs found.  
REFERENCE RANGE:
No Parasites Found. Enterobius vermicularis not found.
FEES:  
Not applicable.
NOTES:
Feces is an inappropriate specimen for the diagnosis of pinworms.
The specimen is collected from the skin of the perianal area first thing in the morning, before the patient has bathed or used the toilet. Preparations should be taken for at least 4-6 consecutive days with negative results before a patient is considered free of the infection. 
Place a strip of clear cellulose tape (adhesive side down) on a microscope slide as follows:
Starting at 1.5 cm from one end of the slide, run tape toward the same end, and wrap the tape around the slide to the opposite end. Tear the tape even with the end of the slide. 
Attach a label to the tape at the end torn flush with the slide.
Obtain a sample from the perianal area, peel back the tape by gripping the labeled end, and, with the tape looped (adhesive side outward) over a wooden tongue depressor that is held firmly against the slide and extended about 2.5 cm beyond it, press the tape firmly several times against the right and left perianal folds.
Smooth the tape back on the slide, adhesive side down. Label with patient first and last name, date of birth, hospital number (if applicable), your initials and date and time of collection.
ALIASES:  
Pinworm.
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