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Rubella IgM Antibody Determination
ANALYTES TESTED:    Rubella IgM antibody.  PRIOR APPROVAL NECESSARY, see note 2 below.
TEST CODE:  2830
USE OF TEST:  Determination of the presence of Rubella IgM antibody.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583  (DCH-0583 fillable)


Specimen Submission Guidelines

Serum Specimen Collection DCH-0811
Transport Temperature:  Wet ice or ambient temperature.
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Serum
Minimum Acceptable Volume: 1 ml
Container:  Plastic tube with skirted cap.

Shipping Unit: Unit 8
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing: patient identifier.
TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology:  Enzyme Immunoassay (EIA).

Turn Around Time:  1-2 weeks (results usually available within 1 week).

Where/When Performed: Lansing, weekly.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:


Reference Range:   No antibody detected.

The presence of IgM antibody may have diagnostic value. IgM antibody wanes rapidly after recovery, and is usually undetectable after one month.  However, IgM antibodies to rubella virus can sometimes persist at low levels for 6 months to one year after acute infection and post vaccination in a very low percentage of cases.

In newborns the presence of IgM antibody is diagnostically significant for congenital infection.
 
 
FEES: 
N/A
NOTES:  
1. This test will only be performed under the following circumstances:

A. Only serum collected 10 to 21 days after onset of rash, when an earlier serum specimen is not available.

B. Serum from newborn when congenital disease is suspected.

2. Rubella IgM testing is only available on approved specimens. For approval call 517-335-9567.

3. False positive IgM results are possible.  When uncertain, the finding of rubella-specific IgM antibodies should be confirmed by obtaining acute and convalescent serum specimens for rubella IgG testing.

ALIASES:  Rubella
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