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Syphilis Antibody on CSF Assay (VDRL-CSF)
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Syphilis Antibody Assay for CSF 
(VDRL-CSF) 
ANALYTES TESTED: Treponema pallidum (syphilis)
TEST CODE: 2105
USE OF TEST: A microscopic flocculation test to detect anti-lipoidal antibodies in cerebral spinal fluid (CSF) as an aid to diagnose neurosyphilis.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583  (DCH-0583 fillable)


Specimen Submission Guidelines

Transport Temperature: Ambient temperature
SPECIMEN TYPE:


Specimen Required: CSF - must be free of blood.

Minimum Acceptable Volume: 1 ml

Container: Plastic skirted-capped tube or CSF screw cap tubes.

Shipping Unit: Unit 8
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
Critical Data Needed For Testing: 

Unique patient identifier and reactive serum treponemal test result.
TEST PERFORMED:


Methodology: Microflocculation

Turn Around Time: One week

Where/When Performed: Lansing/once per week
RESULT INTERPRETATION:


Reference Range: Nonreactive
1. A reactive Venereal Disease Reference Lab (VDRL) test, free of blood or other contaminants, almost always indicates past or present syphilis infection of the central nervous system (CNS). A biological false-positive test result is rare in spinal fluid.

2. A nonreactive VDRL test may indicate that the patient does not have neurosyphilis. However, a negative result can occur in some neurosyphilis patients. Nonspecific changes in the CSF of neurosyphilis patients include an increase in total protein and an increased cell count.

3. In order to limit unnecessary VDRL-CSF tests, a patient's serum must be reactive in a treponemal test before being accepted for VDRL-CSF testing.

FEES: 
N/A

NOTES:
1. CSF that meet one of the following criteria will be tested:

a. CSF accompanied by a serum and the treponemal test is reactive.

b. If a serum was previously tested by the Michigan Department of Community Health, (MDCH), give MDCH number, and date received on the test requisition form. 

c. If treponemal test is performed in another laboratory, give date and test result in space provided.

2. CSF specimens not accompanied by serum will be stored for 90 days. If serum specimen with test request form is not received within 90 days, the specimen will be discarded and the submitter notified.


ALIASES: VDRL
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