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ANALYTES TESTED:

Staphylococcus aureus Toxic Shock toxin 1 and Staphylococcus aureus enterotoxins A, B, C, D, and E.
USE OF TEST:

To determine the presence of toxin production by Staphylococcus aureus obtained from patients with clinical illness consistent with toxic shock syndrome.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:

· Test Request Form DCH-0583.
· Specimen Submission Guidelines DCH-0597.
· Transport Temperature: Refrigerated to ambient (2ºC to 30ºC).
· Patient Preparation: None.
SPECIMEN TYPE:

· Specimen Required: Pure culture isolates of Staphylococcus aureus on non-inhibitory agar in a screw-cap tube.
· Minimum Acceptable Volume: Not applicable.
· Container: Screw-capped tube solid media slant. 
· Shipping Unit: Unit 42B IATA Category B.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed for Testing: 

· Patient Name.
· Patient Date of Birth.
· Specimen Source.
· Date Collected.
· Submitting Agency.
Incomplete test requisition information may lead to testing cancelation or a delay in testing and reporting up to seven business days.

Specimen lacking two unique patient identifiers may not be tested (i.e., patient name, date of birth, patient submitter number).
Specimens will also be rejected if they:

· Are received with either specimen container unlabeled or incomplete test request form or the specimen label not matching the test request form.

· Are submitted in an inappropriate manner, i.e., not shipped according to either Federal Postal Regulations and/or United Parcel Service/ Federal Express or other applicable, appropriate standards.

· Are in expired media.

· Are broken. 
· Isolates received outside of appropriate transport temperature may not be tested.
TEST PERFORMED: 

· Methodology: Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR).
· Turnaround Time: Five business days. 

· When Performed: Monday through Friday during normal business hours.
RESULT INTERPRETATION: 

Determination of the presence of TSST-1 in staphylococcal isolates (with or without enterotoxins A, B, C, D, & E) constitutes laboratory diagnosis of toxic shock syndrome.
REFERENCE RANGE: 

Staphylococcus aureus Toxic Shock Toxin 1 DNA not detected.

FEES:

Not Applicable.
NOTES:

· Due to the extremely high cost of reagents, all testing MUST be arranged with the laboratory prior to receipt of the culture isolates.
· Patient symptoms must be epidemiologically consistent with Toxic Shock Syndrome. Please indicate name and phone number of responsible physicians.
· Determination of antibody production to TSST-1 is not available.

ALIASES:

None.
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