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Transudate or Exudate Culture

USE OF TEST: Detection of aerobic etiologic agents of infection.

TEST PERFORMED: Houghton/Monday through Friday.

ANALYTIC TIME: Three-Four days.

INTERPRETATION: Predominant organisms consistent with invasive disease are identified to species and susceptibility tested.

SPECIMEN TYPE: Swab in transport medium or aspirate in a sterile vial.

VOLUME: Two (2) swabs or at least 5 milliliters of aspirate.

Note: The preferred specimen is an aspirate.

UNIT NUMBER: None.

CONTAINER: Sterile, leakproof container, supplied by submitting laboratory.

FORM NUMBER: DCH 0572 

*NOTE*

1. Specimens must be submitted within four (4) hours of collection and brought to the laboratory prior to 3:00 pm. Specimens should NOT be refrigerated or diluted with saline. Contamination or delayed specimens cannot be processed, they will be discarded.

2. Turn around time is approximately 3-4 days.

3.  The Upper Peninsula Laboratory does not perform susceptibility testing on isolates from transudates or exudates.  Isolates identified by the UP Laboratory will be forwarded to Lansing for susceptibility testing.
4.  Please contact the Lansing Microbiology Section with questions regarding the interpretation of susceptibility tests.

