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Varicella zoster (VZV) / Herpes simplex virus (HSV) DFA
ANALYTES TESTED:    Varicella zoster virus (VZV) and Herpes simplex virus (HSV).
TEST CODE:  2221, 2222
USE OF TEST:  A direct test for rule-in of Varicella zoster (VZV) or Herpes simplex virus (HSV).
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:


Test Request Form DCH-0583  (DCH-0583 fillable)


Specimen Submission Guidelines
Virus Isolation Specimen Collection  DCH-0772
Transport Temperature:  4(C.  Ship on cold packs.
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  Scraping/swab from base of open vesicles; lesion swabs; tissue (biopsy or autopsy).
Minimum Acceptable Volume: 
Swab: Elute in 3 ml viral transport medium.

Scraping: in 3 ml viral transport medium.

Container:  


Swab/scraping: plastic tube with 3 ml viral transport medium.

Shipping Unit: Unit 20
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Critical Data Needed For Testing: Date of collection, patient identifier.
TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology:  Direct fluorescent antibody (DFA) using fluorescent monoclonal antibodies.


Turn Around Time:  1 week (results usually available within 2 days).

Where/When Performed: Lansing, Monday through Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:


Reference Range:   No virus detected.

The presence of virus by DFA is evidence of infection by that virus.

FEES: 
N/A

NOTES: 
1. Inappropriate transport systems include those containing formalin and/or sodium azide.  Specimens received in these transport media will be rejected.

2. Include current VZV vaccine history on test request form.
ALIASES:  VZV, VZ, Varicella, HSV, Herpes
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