Legislative Committee Report
PTAC Meeting 6/1/06

Topic:  Status of changes to the definition of “Clear and Continuous Sight Distance.”

I spoke to the staff people of Senator Allen, Representative Pavlov, and Representative Jones’ offices, Wednesday, May 31, 2006.

They all indicated that a bill will be introduced by Representative Jones that will include a revised definition to the definition of “clear and continuous sight distance.”  The bill will be introduced during the week of June 5, 2006.  All three legislators and their staffs will be coordinating actions to move the bill expeditiously through the House and Senate.

The wording has been revised to indicate sight distance can be identified from the front or back of the school bus.  The area of the front or rear of the school bus that must be seen by approaching highway users has been revised.  Wording has been included that allows for small visual obstructions for short durations of the front or back of the school bus to approaching motor vehicles.

At the time I talked with Representative Jones’ staff the exact wording of the bill had not been prepared.  I did not see a written copy of the bill.

Topic:  Questions 

The Chair of the Legislative Committee requested that I ask the status of the following issues brought up during the last Legislative Committee Report.

1.  What is the status of the Michigan State Police School Bus Inspection Program?

2.  What is the process for reimbursing school districts for school bus safety inspections?

3.  Will only public schools, traditional K-12 and Public School Academies, be subject to the inspections?

4.  Have the forms for requesting employee fingerprinting been developed by the State Police?
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