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SCIENCE?
OR SIMPLY A CHILD’S
REAL WORLD?

By Sally Fee
Early Childhood Consultant
FPresenier ol 4 Child's Real World Seminar
Derroir

Many child care providers and parents confess a
weakness when it ¢comes to the part science plays in
the lives of young children. Yet when | visit ¢lassrooms
and centers. 1 find many wonderful activities and
involvement brimming with the fundamentals of good
basic science. Could it be that we are still intimidated
by the experimenis and studies that confused us as
clementary and high school students?

Perhaps we neéd a better understanding of how

w Children learn in order to promote scientific skills that
y will enrich their lives forever. The preschool child is
quite perception-bound. He can mentally grasp some-
thing only as it appears. Therefore, it is pointless 1o
expect the preschooler 1o digest the concept that sun-
light passing through a prism produces color because of
the varied lengths of rays. To the child, it appears as
unexplained magic.

Magic i5 intended to tmck us and be forever
unexplained. Science is not sleight of hand ... vet
may often appear mysterious. We will never know it
all — but mystery is what keeps us going and reaching.
The mystery is just wanting 1o be explored and under-
stoad through developmentally appropriate experiences
in the child's real world.

In the child’s real world. however, countless opportu-
nities exist to provide an enriched laboratory for learn-
ing. Caregivers must be armed with their own adequate
supply of enthusiasm and genuine curiosity about the
world. As role models. they can then instill and
support these same attitudes in children as they explore
with them and rejoice in their discoveries.

Several components provide a user-friendly scientific
environment:

Observation Skills
Encourage children 1o become good noticers. Get

t..- them 1o seek and find. explore and examine. classify

and sort, compare and conirast.

Language Skills
Promote familiarity with descriptive vocabulary so
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In the upcoming year, the Division anticipales
implementing a major change with the Deépartment
computer system that serves day care, This change will
result in an expanded data base which combines all
DSS licensing programs and links them directly to
other data bases in the Department.

While the new system 1s being designed primarily to
assist Division staff in monitoring their work. | would
like 10 share with you some of the ways it may directly
affect you when it is turned on.

. Each regulated home and center will receive a new

license/certificate and number issued by the com-

puter. Your current numbers will no longer be valid
at that ume.

You will receive two mailings. The first will be
sent approximately one month before the new hicense/
certificate and number are issued.

The second will enclose the new license/certificate
showing your new number and ask you to destroy
your old hcense.

We have been working closely with the Depart-
ment of Education Food Program and DSS Day
Care Payments staff so they are ready for the
change also. We are hoping for a smooth transition
which will not delay any payments you may be
getting from these two programs,

If you misplace vour license, we will be able 1o

issue a duplicate more quickly.

3. For the first time we will have a way to track on
the computer all unlicensed homes and centers that
come 1o our atiention.

4. When your license or registration 15 renewed, you
should receive it sooner since most consultants will
have a microcomputer linked to the Depariment
computer in Lansing,

5. Directory listings or mailing labels of centers and
homes, will be easily accessible. .

We are excited about the upcoming change! We
beheve it will allow us (o serve you better, while at the
same lime helping to monitor and track our work
responsibilities more accurately. As the months ahead
approach., you may be hearing more about our new
system and the planning steps in which we are in-
volved, If you have questions. please feel free to ask
any of us about the “On-Line”™ system

Ted deWolf, Director
Division of Child Day Care Licensing
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