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RAW MATERIALS FOR
ACTIVE LEARNING

Marjoric M. Kunz, Teacher
Flushing Parent/Child Nursery
Genesee County

Children learn to think through active experience with
real things, real people, and real places.

Natural materials are ideal. Young children have al-
ways been intrigued with water and sand; with all sorts
of pocket-size collectibles; with things adults may con-
sider valueless. Here is high motivation for both the shy
and aggressive as well as all those in between. Our
approach is gradual, starting with the simple and moving
to the more complex activities. In the case of waterplay,
we merely begin with washing dishes, then washing baby
dolls, then pouring (2 basic activity). Do vou remember
how much practice it takes to learn that full is full?

We can combine science, arl, cooking, vocabulary
building, math, self-help and independence. Sand and
water change with every touch, preventing the feeling of
powerlessness often built into commercial toys. Success is
built into these familiar inexpensive materials. They fill a
child with good feelings, intellectual and social activity.

Prepare a hittle “Wonderspot™ in vour center where
items from nature are available for examination and
expenmentation,

Spark up your midwinter program with simple expen-
ments. Wear a special apron as a signal to the children
that you are going to try some of the following activities.
Be prepared to do them over and over again as children
show interest. Use descriptive words to enlarge vocabu-
lary and increase language usage. Be careful to focus on
the idea that the changes you observe are natural and
not “magic,”

Materials for Waterplay
e Water table or wading pool, plastic basins and tubs.

e Variety of plastic containers, squirt bottles, pumps,
measuring cups and spoons.

e Tin Cans with nail holes — around the bottom, up the
side. (Be careful of sharp edges.)

o Cur sponge hands and feet (held on with elastic for
making wet prinis and cool feet).

(Continued on page 2)

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

The heating scason produces dangers which are not
generally present during warm weather. Some of these
dangers have a direct impact on children in day care,

Heat producing units are the number one cause of
fires in homes. | cannot emphasize enough the impor-
tance of taking preventive action through the proper
insiallation, maintenance, cleaning and inspection of
heat producing uniis,

Wood burning stoves are heat producing units that
must be properly installed, inspected and protected.
Regardless of whether or not a wood burner is used
while day care children are in care, it must be inspected
by an appropriate authority. The Department will
accept proof of proper installation from a Department
Qualified Fire Inspector, the home owner's insurance
company, local building inspector or other certified fire
safety inspector.

Heat is retained by wood bumers for a long time
following their use. Therefore, even though a wood
burner is not used while children are in care, a barrier
is required to prevent young children from touching it.

The minimum time and expense it takes to insure
proper installation of a wood burning unit as well as
the proper maintenance of any other heat producing
unit in the home will help to prevent tragedy.

Ted deWolf, Director
Division of Child Day Care Licensing

The Discovery of the Child
' Today [ warched a young
child chare

A soft flving butterfTy
“And whar a discovery”,
she thoughr

As she curiously wariched
ir land

Upon a limb high above
her head

Then withowt @ care

¢t She danced away merrily
And she made me realize
That children are

Chir greatest discovery

— Enc Grates







