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THERE’S A
TURTLE IN MY TUB

By Sandra Settergren
Day Care Home Licensing Consultant
Washtenaw County

When my eight-year-old nephew comes 1o visit, he
brings some of his favorite toys and some of his
favorite siblings. 1 wasn't quite sure which one of these
Jerry was, but | knew that he was here for the duration
of the visit. Jerry's virtues had been enumerated so 1
would welcome him into my apartment. He was said
to be clean, quiet and very well mannered. T even
heard him described as cute and lovable. 1 could
hardly wait for the introduction.

« Justin took my hand and led me into the bathroom
C'_; to meet this wonderful creature. There sat (stood?)
Jerry, staring back at me with those turtle eyes. He had
completely taken over my bathtub and still he wasn't
happy! He tried to crawl up the side of the tub, but he
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kept slipping back. He was clearly much too quiet to

. be a new sibling and he just didn’t look like much of a
toy. Those eves belonged to a real turtle with a shell
that must have been at least six inches long.

{Continued on page 2)
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Michigan is very fortunate to have had so few
serious injuries or fatalities due 10 environmental fac-
tors in centers and homes. [ feel this is due in pari 10
the awareness and commitment of conscientious pro-
viders who know the imporiance of prevention.

Creating and maintaining a safe environment that is
designed to stimulate children 1o grow and develop can
be challenging. But it has to be one of our most
important goals for day care providers. As you know,
the day care environment ofien changes: rooms or
furniture are rearranged for different activities; special
lessons are prepared; new equipment added. New chil-
dren come into day care; children begin to push
themselves and try out new skills. The key is to design
a flexible enriching, healthy environment that protects
yet affords children of various ages the opportunity to
learn.

On issues related 1o environmental safety, the Divi-
sion turns to the Department of Public Health for its
expertise, Based on a contractual agreement between
the two departments, the Department of Public Health
conducts inspections of child care facilities using ap-
plicable administrative rules, and the Department of
Social Services enforces public health standards in arcas
like food service, water supply and sewage disposal. For
the most part inspections are conducted by local county
health department environmental sanitarians. Some are
conducted by regional or state sanitarians, A report is
sent to vour licensing consultant, who reviews it and
sends vou the results along with any licensing expecta-
tions. We encourage providers to wait until they re-
ceive official correspondence from the licensing consul-
tant before making any changes. This will help 10
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April is
The Month of the
Young Child

Look for local celebrations
in your area.







