& ‘\
Michigan Depariment of
Social Services

School-Age Child Care
Issue 23 Winter 1990

DEVELOPING THE
OTHER THREE R’s

Connie Macek
Directar, Early Childhood Programs
Pinconning Areq Community Education

A pood school-age child care program 15 a home
away from home where children can learn and play. It
15 & safe place, whether in a home, a school, or a child
care center, where parents can leave their children,
knowing they will be happy and well cared for.

Children in before/after school programs need a
home-like setting with the flavor of a neighborhood,
where theéy can experience physical activities, self-
expression through arts and crafis, and socialization
with their peers.

~ Many children, afier an intense day at school, want
= be alone or with a few close friends. Children in an
after school program have been in a group situation for
most of the day. The constant demand of interacting
with others can be stressful if there is no relief availa-
ble. Caregivers can recognize this need among children
by purposefully making solitude an option, A guiet
corner with pillows, books, and perhaps even soft
miesic creates 2 refreshing haven.

Children need out-ofsschool time 1o develop the
other 3 R's: resourcefulness, responsibility, and reliabil-
ity. Child-initiated activities in an open-ended setting
allow the children to master their own interests and to
use their free time constructively, Real tasks appeal 10
school-age children who desire independence. They
enjoy opportunities to sew a button, make a snack,
repair a toy, or even to help create an activity for the
younger children. These are experiences that they may
have encountered at home with a parent.

Physical play involving all the large muscles. requires
room to run, jump and chmb. Although games are
enjoved by school-age children. they can lead 1o feel-
ings of rejection by the child who does not “measure
up’ 1o his own or to others’ expectations. Competitive
feelings are strong at this age. Children need 10 be
encouraged to play for fun, and helped to realize that
‘ompetition must be fair, Caregivers can guide children

k._u respect others’ rights and feelings while plaving
games. Cooperative games offer all the advantages of
competitive games without the damage o the chil-
dren’s self-esteem,

fContinwed on page 2)

DIRECTOR’S CORNER

The Division of Child Day Care¢ Licensing is facing a
seripus dilemma. Child care 15 a major social and
political issue and will continue to be during the
1990's. Major state and national miuatives exist to
stimulate and expand the market of available child care
resources, The number of licensed child care centers in
Michigan has increased by 1092 since 1981. The num-
ber of licensed group homes has increased by 1056
during the same time period. This represents approxi-
mately 84,000 additional licensed spaces during the last
8 years. During this period of time, Division staff
resources have diminished because of a reduction of
state and federal resources.

Meeting this exploding demand for child care is the
rapidly growing number of programs for school-age
children. School districts in particular are expanding
before and after school programs al an ever increasing
rate. The demand for before and after school care in
our neighborhoods is also increasing. Family and group
homes are receiving more and more requests from
parents for this type of care. Everything on the horizon
suggests that the demand for this type of care will
continue,

These ever increasing programs have put a serious
strain on the Division’s capacily 10 adequately regulate
and monitor as needed.

Right or wrong. staffing issues impact on Depan-
ment services. Licensing programs are no different. The
degree to which Licensing Division staff are able to
carry out statutory mandates and Department policy
relates directly to suflicient number of stail,

The reality i1s that we have a continued increase of
work demands occurring simultaneously with the re-
duction of staff resources which creates a serious di-
lemma for the Division. While the outcome of this
dilemma is unceriain, school-age programs may be
affected as well as other licensing activities.

Many existing programs for school-age children have
welcomed the existence of licensing regulations to ¢s-
tablish a base line for children's safety and welfare.
This issue of Better Homes and Centers is intended to
offer providers additional resources for improving the
quality of their services.

Ted deWolf, Director
Division of Child Day Care Licensing
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School-age children also benefit from the emotional
release that sand, water, and dramatic play provide,
All of these creative media are just as appropriate for
the school-age child as they are for the preschool child.
An age range of 3-4 years is similar to that in a family
or neighborhood. By making all activities available to
all children, providers encourage ¢ach to participate at
his own level. An out-of-school program opens new
doors 1o children and allows them to experience many
activities.

Children also need time to pursue their own inierests
and talents and they appreciate a place to keep their
belongings or an incomplete project where it won't be
disturbed.

School-age children like to try everything — a new
art activity, climbing lo the top of a rope, lrving lo
race around a building, or helping to prépare a new
snack. They need a program which offers warmth and
security; a program which will nurture and respond 1o
them; a program which will accept them as they are
and see each child as umique.

GETTING STARTED:
SCHOOL-AGE CHILD
CARE IN YOUR
COMMUNITY

The following guidelines were developed by the Wayne
County Intermediate School District,

e Need a sponsor, An administrator, a principal or a
central office staff person, who is enthusiastic about
school-age child care is crucial to the success of the
starting process. Her leadership and expertise is needed
in setting up the administration of the program and
in gaining parent intercst in the program.

e Call Michigan Department of Social Services, Child
Day Care Licensing early. SACC programs must be
approved by this department. Your licensing consult-
ant can be extremely helpful in letting you know
WHAT you must consider in selecting a site; HOW
you ¢an get the most usable equipment, and WHERE
vou can apply for a waiver if applicable.

e Visit other programs. Call vour local Intermediate
School District or your regional 4-C's 1o find out
about other school districts that have school-age
child care programs. Visit more than one program.

e Need Assessments are only a guess. In starting a
program, it is important to survey the geographicg=,
community to find out if there will be enougt(,
children to pay for a program. This i5 only a guess,
Even preregistration does not guarantee those chil-
dren will attend. Allow at least one vear of operating
at a loss until the community knows they can trust
the program will continue and that it is a quality
program.

e A telephone is 2 most. Once you start advertising the
program. you need a telephone line (with an answering
machine) so parents have one place 1o call if they
have questions.

® Plan a realistic start up budget. Start up costs may
entail physical site renovation, toys, games, supplies,
telephone, advertising, staff preservice training. stor-
age containers, and furniture,

# Thoroughly plan fees and billing procedures. There
are many ways to set fees and bill consumers. They
range from setting hourly fees to setting yearly fees.
Smaller programs tend to charge by the hour. Larger
programs tend to set fees by larger blocks of time
{i.e. weekly, monthly, vearly).

For a copy of the Wayne County School-Age Child
Care Resource Manual send a check for $10.00 pava-
ble to WCISD to: Dr. Barbara Papania, 33500 Van
Born Rd., Wayne, Michigan 48184
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DO WE HAVE
TO LEAVE?

Georgette Gallick
Site Director/Teacher
Camp Fire Kids Club
MiSaBa Council of Camp Fire, Inc.

“Do we have o leave™ These are the words of a
happy child in a quality latchkey program. Creating a
latchkey environmeni that is educational, safe, and at
the same time entertaining was very challenging. How-
ever, armed with a few inexpensive items, patience,
and the right attitudes, we think we have produced a
latchkey program that children look forward to attend-
ing week after week,

Safety is always the primary concern at our program.
Children who come to our program have the opportu-
nity 1o interact with conscientious adults who care
about their safety. We've found that children tend to
be more respectful to rules they have helped make. As
a result, our stafl — one head teacher, one carcgiver,
and one teen helper — helps the twentv-five children in
establishing rules and regulations, always ensuring thal
the choices the children make respect the rights and
safety of their playmates.

The children not only participate in seiting the rules
but also have a hand in creating the activities. We (ry

Gto keep the activities flexible and free-flowing. We

arganize the activities vet refrain from controlling them
by encouraging the children to expand the activitics
through their own creativity and improvisation. It is
not unusual to walk into our site and find spaceships
under construction, puppet shows in action, and beau-
tiful artwork being created. Inexpensive items such as
play telephones. old jewelry, hats, purses. and play
money make the activities more realistic. The staff stirs
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creativity and imagination by asking questions like
“Where will the spaceship go?” or, “What town is the
puppet hero from™". Exiending the activitics this way
makes them more entertaining and satisfying.

We try to make the physical and social environment
as pleasant as possible by modeling the site after the
children’s homes and neighborhoods. It 15 a place
where the children can interact with their peers and
with adults. Each child has a place for personal belong-
ings and a place to hang artwork or other things they
would like to share with the group. There are blankets,
rugs, and pillows for relaxing. Most importantly though,
there are places where a child can enjoy some quiet
time alone, read books, or finish homework, Our
program s designed 1o be a2 nice change from school.
The children have many opportunities and freedom
not present at school. This freedom is available 1o the
children as long as it does not threaten the safety or
rights of their playmates.

One of the most important opportunities our pro-
gram presents is the opportunity for the children to
develop a close one-ta-one relationship with any mem-
ber of our stafl. We try 1o get to really know each
child and listen to what he has to say and ask
questions about his day. A child feels good when a
member of our staff asks her how the big test at school
went today or whether or not she won her soccer game
last night. Most importantly though, our staff respects
each child’s privacy.

The success or failure of a laichkey program relies
not so much on the activities and resources available
but on how those activities and resources are presented
and directed. Safety should always be the foundation of
any latchkey operation. The children’s involvement
from setting rules to creating activities has made our
latchkey program one that parents trust and children
enjoy.




LIFE AFTER BOTTLES,
DIAPERS & STROLLERS

Christine Mever
Group Day Care Home Provider
Washtenaw County

I have been involved in licensed day care for four
years. | am married, with two boys, aged 10 and 13,
We have lizards, a rabbit, two cats, a poodle, a gerbil,
and one gold fish. 1 enjoy children of any age, and
really like being involved in their lives,

Ovwer the summer 1 had the opportunily to care for a
group of school-age girls ranging in age from five o
eleven years. There are a number of advantages to
having older children. The possibilities are endless as
far as activities. For example, when planning a field
trip, 1 didn’t have to worry about keeping bottles cold,
changing diapers, or pushing more than one stroller!
Without these added concerns, the boundaries were
limitless.

School-age children are a joy to do crafts with
because of the number and variety of things they can
do. The children in my care made windsocks, friend-
ship bracelets, paintings, headbands, pot holders and
more. Lunch, which can be hectic with small children
is a fun ume with school-age children because they can
participate more actively in the preparation. For in-
stance, pizza 15 a favorite item, giving each child the
opportunity to develop kitchen skills. as well as guaran-
teeing that the entire lunch will be eaten! School-age
children also enjoy planning and preparing sack lunches
for field nps.

Speaking from my own experience, parents of
school-age children seem 1o be more supportive and
less worried about the nature of activities planned by a

caregiver, They tend to volunteer more readily when
something a little extra is needed in the way of time or
materials for a planned activity,

Discipline, always a factor in a day care setting,
seems easier when dealing with school-age childre
They understand the limits and tend 1o observe th
rules more readily, therefore behaving in a more appro-
priate manner. One method 1 found effective was to
give extra privileges or extra activities for good behavior.

There are disadvantages 1o caring for school-age
children, however, they tend to be offset by the advan-
tages. First, the payment rates for older children is
about 30% less than that for an infant. Second, when
the summer is over; the older children will be returning
to school, leaving openings for the younger children.
The openings are sometimes more difficult 1o fill,
which results in the loss of wages for the caregiver.
Finally, the caregiver must learn to deal with peer
group influences sometimes a problem with school-age
children. Often this can be dealt with by taking the
opportunity to highlight a learning expericnce, by talking
with the children about their feelings and those of
pthers. 1s this a disadvantage? I'm not sure. 1 suppose
it depends most on the carcgiver’s comfort level in
dealing with the children entrusted to her care. Each
caregiver must determine for herself how to handle the
possible disadvantages.

It has been my experience that each child brings
with her a sense of joy and wonder; however, the
school-age child brings the added fun of full communi.
cation. understanding, and a never ending learni
experience, for both child and adult. | have always
come away with a sense | have gained as much, if not
more, then I've given. Day care 15 ofien a difficult but
necessary choice for parents. | hope to make that
decision a little easier and less painful.







