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	EXTERNAL LOGO GUIDELINES
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The Michigan Community Service Commission (MCSC) adopted a new logo in June 2002.  The new logo is contemporary and focuses on the organization’s mission—supporting community service.  It was chosen because every citizen who volunteers is a “star”, and we want our image to say that.

Electronic versions of the logo are available by contacting Kathie Vasilion at the Michigan Community Service Commission at vasilionk@michigan.gov or 517.373.4200.

Logo 

The following logo should be used to represent the Michigan Community Service Commission:

	Logo
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Color Usage

To assist in communicating our identity, we have developed preferred and alternate colors for our logo. These are the only acceptable colors for presenting our logo.  Do not mix any of the colors resulting in a two-color representation. 

MCSC Blue Color Formulas
	MCSC Blue
	Pantone
	CMYK
	RGB
	Web (HEX#)

	
	Coated & Uncoated
PMS 287


	Cyan = 100%

Magenta = 69%

Yellow = 0%

Black = 11%
	Red: 12
Green: 45
Blue: 131
	002A8F


Logo in PMS 287: 

	Logo
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Acceptable alternate colors include black, white, and reverse out of MCSC blue.

	Positive: Black
	Reverse: White reverse out of black
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	Positive: MCSC Blue
	Reverse: White reverse out of MCSC Blue
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Isolation Area

Maintaining the minimum clear space around the MCSC logo ensures that it is always clear and legible. The isolation area around all four sides of the MCSC logo relates to the size of the logo.  Always respect this zone and don't allow any other graphic elements into this area.

The isolation area must be at least the height of the word “Community” and should never be less than 1/8” around all four sides.  As the size of the logo increases, the size of the isolation area must also increase.  For example, in the logo below, the word “Community” is ¼” tall, therefore the isolation area around all four sides of the logo must be at least ¼”.

Correct Isolation Area:



Incorrect Isolation Area:
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Incorrect Isolation Area:
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Minimum Size

Respecting the minimum size regulation will ensure that the MCSC logo will always appear at a readable size and will be reproduced clearly. The smallest acceptable size permitted for the logo is 10/16” (height) by 8/16” (width), as shown.  The minimum size restriction for the Acronym Element is 4/16” (height) by 9/16” (width), as shown.  There is no minimum size restriction for either version of the star person.

	Logo
	Acronym Element
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Program Logos

When using the AmeriCorps, AmeriCorps Promise Fellows, Learn and Serve, and Volunteer Investment Grant logos, you must also use the MCSC logo.  The MCSC logo must be of equal or greater size and weight than the program logo.  (See samples below).  This will visually demonstrate the partnership between the MCSC and the Corporation for National and Community Service.

For your convenience, combination logos are available in electronic format for your use.

Combination Logos:

	MCSC - AmeriCorps
	MCSC – Promise Fellows
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	MCSC – Learn and Serve
	MCSC – Volunteer Investment Grants
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When to Use the Various Electronic Versions of the Logo

The logo has been created in several formats:  jpg, tif, eps, pdf, and AI.  As a general rule, the various format should be used as described below:

jpg – is used when the logo is going to be viewed on a screen (e.g. web) or when printed on in-house computers.  This is traditionally one of the formats forwarded to outside organizations when asked for our logo.  This file is at its best quality when imported at 100% of its original artwork size or smaller.  This is not the version to send when a project is going to be printed by a professional print shop.  (See eps or AI version.)

tif – is generally used when the logo is going to be viewed on a screen (e.g. web) or when printed on in-house computers.  (However, please note that E-Michigan prohibits the use of tif’s on the web and requires that the jpg format be used.)  This is traditionally one of the formats forwarded to outside organizations when asked for our logo.  This file is at its best quality when imprted at 100% of its original artwork size or smaller.  This is not the version to send when a project is going to be printed by a professional print shop.  (See eps or AI version.)  Tif files are a higher resolution than jpg files and, therefore, are larger files.  If optimum clarity is sought and file size is not an issue, use a tif.

eps – is used for page layout software (Quark Express, Pagemaker, etc.)  This is the version professional printers prefer.  The eps format is preferable for high-quality printing, is more generic than AI files, and will be more compatible with non-Adobe applications.  This version may look blurry on your computer screen.  The eps version of the MCSC logo is also available in Mac format.

pdf – is simply used for viewing the logo and is a very small file (space-wise).  It is not used when printing either in-house or professionally. 

AI – Adobe Illustrator (AI) is the original software in which the the logo was created.  This may be sent to a professional printer when optimum print clarity is desired.  This file format will be best suited for Adobe software applications (e.g. Pagemaker).  Staff members will never use this version in-house; it is only for use by professional printers.  If you are working with a printer who would like to have the AI version of our logo, contact Mary Grill.  This version may look blurry on your computer screen.  The AI version of the MCSC logo is also available in Mac format.

The above guidelines are “rules of thumb” and may not apply for all computers, printers, and programs.  Sometimes trial and error is the best way to figure out which version of the logo will result in the most attractive hard copy for the particular software application you are using.

Written and Verbal Expression

To support our visual brand identity, we have established a set of guidelines for expressing the brand marks in written and verbal communications. This supports our effort to present a more unified presence.


On first reference, the Michigan Community Service Commission should always be referred to as the “Michigan Community Service Commission.” On second or future references in the same document or speech, it is appropriate to use just “MCSC.” This pertains to written as well as verbal communications.

Conclusion

We hope you enjoy using the new MCSC logo.  If you need assistance in utilizing the logo or selecting the proper logo format, contact Mary Grill at the Michigan Community Service Commission at 517.335.7875 or grillm@michigan.gov.  If you need copies of the logo guidelines or electronic versions of the logo, contact Kathie Vasilion at 517.373.4200 or vasilionk@michigan.gov. 




Partners with AmeriCorps Unlimited
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The word “Community” is ¼ inch tall, therefore the isolation area on each side of the logo must be at least ¼”.
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