What is a Retail Food Protection Seminar?

This summary is intended to provide information about the Central Region’s Retail Food Protection Seminar to those FDA, state, county, city and tribal regulators who either have not had the opportunity to attend or are unfamiliar with what is discussed at this annual meeting. 
 
Our Regional Retail Food Protection Seminar is conducted yearly and is intended to be the premiere meeting at which all stake holders in food safety have the opportunity to network, exchange ideas, compare experiences, and receive the latest retail food information.  By intention this seminar provides an environment that promotes discussion and encourages results that are not only vital but also important for building regional uniformity among all stakeholders. 
 
We encourage representatives from all FDA Central Region 15 states, local food agencies, tribal regulators, the District of Columbia, and industry QA and Program Directors to attend.  The importance of this gathering cannot be overemphasized for all FDA and State Certified Inspection/Training officers whose certification maintenance is dependent upon their attendance at this yearly meeting.  State Food Program Directors and Managers are also strongly encouraged to attend for program sharing.      
 
The seminar is voluntarily sponsored each year by one state within the FDA Central Region and to date has been held in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Virginia. The State of Michigan is proudly sponsoring the 2005 Central Region Retail Food Protection Seminar on October 5th through October 7th in Grand Rapids, MI.  The State of Delaware has already volunteered to sponsor our 2006 Central Region Retail Food Protection Seminar.  A call for volunteer state sponsorship is made and voted on by participants at the current FY seminar during closing business. 
 
By popular demand a session for regulatory personnel to meet with FDA will be held the afternoon prior to the start of this year’s FDA Central Regional Retail Food Protection Seminar.  All state, local, city and tribal regulatory personnel are requested to attend this very important workshop specifically targeted towards our FDA, State, County and City Certified Inspection/Training Officers and Program Managers.  This workshop will address important items such as FDA Food Code interpretation and adoption issues and any inspection or regulatory concerns that may exist. It is truly the opportunity to ask the FDA Central Region’s Retail Food Specialists those Food Code questions that you’ve accumulated through the year.  A lively discussion is always assured.
 
At this year's seminar, the first full day is highlighted in the morning with several important overviews of key FDA initiatives that will be coming your way.  These include a status report on FDA’s number one program priority “The FDA National Voluntary Program Standards “,  Food Code changes that were approved at the 2004 Conference for Food Protection (CFP) and information on the 2006 CFP as well as the status of activities from the CFP Committee working on the Certification of Food Safety Regulatory Personnel. 
 
The afternoon continues with important FDA updates from the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition (CFSAN) to include the changes in the 2005 FDA Model Food Code, updates from Division of Federal State Relations (DFSR) on partnership and grant monies, resource discs, state contracts and current initiatives and updates from State Training Branch dealing with ORA-U Web courses, Satellite broadcasts, and state requested training courses.
 
The first day is concluded with a very important update from our USDA partners on the new School HACCP initiative.
 
The second day starts with state overviews of current issues of concern and includes a presentation by one state’s efforts to make the best with what is available.  The afternoon moves into industry initiatives and offers insights into efforts that are being made in the areas of Food Safety, Food Security, and Disaster Response.  Updates from NRA and FMI will round out the afternoon.
 
 
The third day completes the seminar with a unique look at an innovative study on communication, a panel discussion on how the food code has affected today’s users and closing business where the planning for next year's seminar will wrap up the meeting.  If you are considering hosting the seminar next year, please bring that information to the seminar or notify your Regional Food Specialist prior to the seminar with that information. 
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