SUPERIOR REGION

The Superior Region includes all 15 counties in the Upper Peninsula (Alger, Baraga,
Chippewa Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, Luce, Mackinac,
Marquette, Menominee, Ontonagon, and Schoolcraft). Major state highways include:
I-75, US-2, and M-28. The region is home to the Sault Ste. Marie International Bridge, a
significant gateway to Canada and the only Michigan US-Canada border crossing north
of Port Huron.

The Superior Region continues to experience growth with |
tourism industry and the migration of Midwestern retiree
Peninsula in search of waterfront property. One identifie [ rade the north-
i relief lane

s and

ssful year-round

0f passing relief lanes at eight locations, totaling over

S M-28 in Chippewa County, US-41 in Delta County, M-95 in
Dickinson nty, US-41 in Houghton County, M-69 in Iron County, US-2 in
Mackinac«ounty and US-2 in Schoolcraft County. The projects will improve
traffic flow on these major roadways.

. The reconstruction of I-75 from the Sault Ste, Marie International Bridge
toll plaza to south of Three Mile Road. The project was nearly three miles in
length and included the construction of a unique multi-use tunnel under I-75.



. Full removal and replacement of the M-553/Carp River culverts with a
bridge in the city of Marquette. The existing culverts on this important route
were washed out during major spring flooding. Though this was an
unscheduled project, an aggressive construction schedule was utilized to
ensure the new bridge was open to traffic by the July fourth weekend. The
replacement of the M-553 structure was completed in two and one-half months.

In the past three years, more than 147 miles of roadway were re
reconstructed, 31miles of passing relief lanes were constructe
upgraded.

bridges were

Five Year Road and Bridge Program
The projects identified in this 2003 to 2007 Five Ye ' ogram for the
Superior Region total approximately $214 millio in the

following manner:

Preserve First

Road & Bridge Preservation

project identification is completed throu . stments are not
reflected above, but are included in the sta >

The 2003-2007 progra : improvement work will
upgrade more than ' Qn’'s more than 1,850 miles. This includes
nearly 24 miles o i enty-four (5.1%) of the region’s 468

pe new Non-Freeway Resurfacing
number of pavements that do not yet

)pewa County. The combination of reconstruction, resurface
and maintena 2present an investment of more than $41 million in this

important com

Corridor Improvement Strategies

Corridor improvement studies and corridor study groups have been created to identify
aesthetic, access management, pedestrian safety, operational and intersection
improvements and reconstruction opportunities along the major corridors at [-75 in
Chippewa and Mackinac Counties, US-2 through Escanaba, US-2 through Dickinson
County, US-41 from Copper Harbor South to Phoenix, US-41 in Houghton and US-41/M-
28 from the City of Marquette West to M-95.



Capacity Improvements and New Roads

US-2, Iron Mountain, Washington Street to Michigan Avenue, Dickinson County.
Design for the widening of US-2 from Washington Street to Michigan Avenue is currently
underway. Right-of-way acquisition and construction of this improvement will be
deferred to a future Five Year Plan. Trunkline preservation activities for this segment of
US-2 will continue.

US-41, Maclnnes Drive to the Houghton/Hancock Lift b
Houghton County. Reconstruction of the approach to t
merge lane to northbound US-41, and a passing reliefla

including M-26,

expected to significantly reduce crashes and im . struction is
expected to continue into 2004.

bridge. This new alignment was devéle
contamination area. A reevaluation o
documentation is underway. The enviro
acquisition will be completed in 2003. coRs
completed in 2005.
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