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The Southwest Region covers nine counties in the southwestern part of the state:
Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, and Van Buren
counties. Major state highways include: I-69, 1-94, 1-196, US-12, US-31, and US-131.

The Southwest Region is the state’s fruit basket thanks to the moderating climate effect
of Lake Michigan. The region is traversed by |94, an important international trade
corridor linking Port Huron and Detroit to Chicago and Toronto. This makes the
Southwest Region an ideal location for many industries, particularly those supporting the
automobile manufacturing industry. To bolster industries and commerce that are
important to the region and the state, project selection emphasizes freeway
improvements and modernization.

The Southwest Region also boasts a significant tourist trade. To welcome visitors to
Michigan, MDOT’s Southwest Region has improved most highway entrances into
Michigan, with an additional improvement on US-31 scheduled for 2006. Additionally,
MDOT continues to work with local communities on developing scenic corridor plans and
heritage route designations to continue to attract business and tourists to Michigan.

2004 Accomplishments

The Southwest Region continues to work towards meeting MDOT's statewide pavement
and bridge condition goals. During 2004, 20 percent of all Southwest Region route miles
and 10 percent of bridges located in the Region received some type of rehabilitation or
repair. Regionroad rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts improved 38 miles of roads.
Another 205 miles of roadways were repaired under the Capital Preventative
Maintenance and Non-freeway Resurfacing Programs. Five bridges were rehabilitated,
and thirty-six bridges were repaired.
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Some of the projects completed during 2004 include:
Rehabilitation of five bridges over I-94, Berrien County.

Rehabilitation of five and a half miles of Old US-31 from M-140 to Fairland Road,
Berrien County.

Replace M-89 bridge over Kalamazoo River in Plainwell, including street lighting,
Kalamazoo County

Rehabilitation of over five miles of M-89 from 196 to the city of Fennville, Allegan
County.

Rehabilitation of over ten miles of US-131 from M43 to M-89, including bridge
rehabilitation work at D Avenue, Allegan and Kalamazoo Counties.

Rehabilitation of almost five miles of M-96/M-37 from 194 BL (Skyline Drive) to
Riverside Drive, Calhoun County.

Rehabilitation of over four miles of M-66 from Frey Dr. to M-78, Calhoun County.

Reconstruction of over five miles of F69 from north of J Drive to A Drive North,
Calhoun County.

Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Projects awarded in 2004 that will be completed in
2005 include:

Rehabilitation of more than eight and a half miles on M-216 from Marcellus to US-
131, St. Joseph County.

Replacement of 194 bridges over Red Arrow Highway near Bridgman, including
the extension of the ramp across the eastbound bridge, Berrien County.
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Five Year Road and Bridge Program

The projects identified in this 2005 to 2009 Five Year Road and Bridge Program for the
Southwest Region total approximately $241 million. Investments are allocated in the
following manner:

Amount in Millions of Dollars
Southwest Region Other Funding Preserve First Funds | Total 2005-2009
Road Preservation $165 $28 $193
Bridge Preservation $47 $1 $48
Total 2005-2009 $212 $29 $241

(Amounts are rounded to the nearest million dollars)

The Program has been developed within the framework of the Department’s goals and
investment strategies and in coordination with local agencies. This integrated program
consists of Rehabilitate and Reconstruct, New Roads and Improve Capacity, Preserve
First, Capital Preventive Maintenance, and Non-Freeway Resurfacing Programs.

The 2005-2009 programs for rehabilitation and reconstruction work will upgrade more
than 178 miles (15 percent) of the regions 1,232 miles of roadways and improve 60 (12
percent) of the region's 496 bridges. In addition, capital preventative maintenance
projects, programmed annually, are planned for a significant number of pavements and
bridges. This treatment will improve the pavement/bridge condition and extend the
roadways’ life.

Southwest Region Miles of Road Number of Bridges
Total in Region 1,232 496
Scheduled to be Worked on 178 60
Percentage of Region 15 % 12 %

Public Involvement
The region hosted three listening sessions on January 10, 11 and 21°. A brief summary
follows:

A total of 54 concerned citizens, including legislators, county road commissioners,
business interest groups and public officials attended the listening sessions. Future
projects to accommodate the region’s growth became the main issue of discussion. The
expansion of 94 in the Battle Creek / Kalamazoo area was identified as a need for the
effective use of the freeway. Also the US-131 project (Constantine Bypass) was
frequently mentioned. Issues of intermodalism and transit were also mentioned by the
citizens including high-speed rail to Chicago and the need for a line from Kalamazoo to
Ann Arbor. Traffic flow and safety comments were also referenced in regards to new
developments and reconstruction projects.

At the meeting held on January 21st, 30 concerned citizens, stakeholders, county road

commissions, city and village officials, the metropolitan planning organization and transit
representatives attended this meeting.
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Comments included how to slow down the deterioration of bridges and other roads,
widening bridges and intersections and the alternative routes they would be necessary.

Other issues discussed included:US-31, reducing backups in South Haven, the need for
funding for road repair/reconstruction, and whether or not a fair share of the fuel tax
increase will go to each city. Additional comments included congestion problems on the
[-94 business loop in Benton Harbor and the removal of signs on F94 between Exit 4 and
Exit 12.
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