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The Metro Region serves four counties in southeastern Michigan. They include Wayne,
Oakland, Macomb and St. Clair counties. These four counties encompass 161 cities and
townships that are served by state trunklines. The state’s largest population and the
oldest and busiest freeways are within the Metro Region. Forty-three percent of the
Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) on Michigan’s freeway system occurs in this region. Since
the Metro Region has the largest population concentration in the state, much of the land
is being developed or re-developed at a rapid pace to accommodate growth. This
includes increasing densities of land use adjacent to existing freeway rights of way.
Widening of existing freeway rights of way to increase capacity is becoming increasingly
difficult without costly residential or commercial displacements.

In order to successfully address the challenging needs of the region, alternatives have
and will be considered for all modes of transportation in order to maximize mobility.
Cooperative efforts between the department and the local and regional planning
agencies may allow the state to address transportation needs in coordination with land
use planning and through transportation demand management techniques.

Partnerships with other agencies are critical to share knowledge and resources, and to
coordinate activities. MDOT is currently engaged in numerous partnerships to evaluate
transportation solutions, and will continue to pursue new partnerships into the future to
provide the best transportation solutions for the Metro Region.

A few examples of current partnerships include the F696 at Franklin Road project with
the city of Southfield, the I-75 at Ambassador Bridge—Gateway Project with the Detroit
International Bridge Company and the Border Crossing Study with Canada.

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) are used throughout the Metro Region to
maximize the existing system capacity in maintaining a safe and efficient trunkline
system. ITS is used to communicate construction detours and roadway incidents to
travelers. Itis used in conjunction with standard construction signing on road projects in
order to help alleviate inconveniences to the motoring public.
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The use of cameras also assists police and emergency vehicles in responding to
incidents along the roadway and helps minimize delays. Another component of ITS is
the Courtesy Patrol that assists stranded motorists or those in need of minor repairs or
gasoline. The courtesy patrol program operates on all the major freeways, Monday
through Friday, and during special events. In 2003, the program assisted over 26,500
stranded motorists.

The Metro Region is unique in that although it is composed of only four counties, it is the
home to three international border crossings that include the Ambassador Bridge in
Detroit, the Blue Water Bridge in Port Huron and the Detroit-Windsor tunnel in Detroit.
The Ambassador Bridge is the busiest commercial border crossing in North America, the
Blue Water Bridge is the second busiest commercial crossing in North America and the
Detroit-Windsor Tunnel continues to be the second busiest passenger crossing on the
United States-Canada border. MDOT will continue to improve international border
crossings in the region to facilitate the flow of trade across the Canadian border and
bordering states.

Project selection emphasizes corridor work and freeway modernization through bridge,
pavement, safety and operational improvements throughout the Metro Region. MDOT
will also continue to improve customer access in coordination with economic
development in the city of Detroit and other growing areas of the region and continue to
eliminate trunkline choke points, address system continuity issues and improve corridors
within the region.

MDOT and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) will continue to
work together to meet current economic needs, reduce congestion and improve safety
along several freeways, local roads and state trunk lines. The program makes significant
contributions to addressing safety and congestion, responding to immediate economic
development needs, and supporting and fostering the state’s continued economic
expansion.

2004 Accomplishments

The Metro Region awarded more than $320 million in construction contracts in 2004.
These contracts allowed the motoring public to move around the region in a safer and
more efficient manner as the projects were completed. In 2004, 144 miles of road were
improved with 42 miles resurfaced or reconstructed and 102 miles rehabilitated. Of the
region’s 1,545 bridges, more than 80 bridges were rehabilitated in 2004.

Some of the accomplishments in the four counties include:

The reconstruction of M29 from Francis to Broadway in Marine City, St. Clair
County was completed in 2004. M-29 within these limits carries more than 9,000

vehicles daily.

I-75 Northbound from M-15 to the North County Line in Oakland County was
resurfaced this year. Three bridges were also rehabilitated as a part of the project.

113



This section of |75 carries approximately 30,000 vehicles daily.

The reconstruction and rehabilitation of M53 (Van Dyke) in the City of Detroit,
Wayne County, from M-3 to M-102 was completed in the summer. This stretch of road
carries approximately 22,000 vehicles per day.

In the cities of Roseville and Fraser in Macomb County, M97 (Groesbeck) was
resurfaced from Hayes to 14 Mile Road. This road carries approximately 43,000

vehicles a day.

In St. Clair County, Clay Township, M-29 from Flamingo to Nook was resurfaced in
the summer. It carries more than 13,500 vehicles a day.

M-1 (Woodward Avenue) from the northern city limits of Ferndale to M-102 in the
City of Ferndale, Oakland County, was resurfaced. M-1 in this area carries more than

40,000 vehicles at this location.

The 96 Freeway from US-24 to M39 was reconstructed in the City of Detroit,
Wayne County. Along with the road reconstruction 18 bridges are included for
rehabilitation; 16 have been completed. The remaining two will be completed next year.
Work includes various reconstructions, rehabilitations, and maintenance activities. More
than 175,000 vehicles travel along this interstate highway on a daily basis.

In Oakland County, M24 from Clarkston Road to the north city limits of Oxford
was resurfaced. More than 35,000 vehicles travel along M-24.

Southfield Road (M-39) from Lafayette to Porter in the City of Lincoln Park, Wayne
County, was reconstructed this year. This non-freeway section in Wayne County carries

more than 40,000 vehicles daily.

US-12 (Michigan Avenue) in the City of Detroit, Wayne County, from Firestone to I-
94 was reconstructed. Approximately 31,000 vehicles travel this roadway daily.

A major bridge rehabilitation corridor on I-75 from south of M-8 (Davison Freeway) to
M-102 (8 Mile Road) in the City of Detroit was completed. The corridor, which carries

150,000 vehicles daily, had 26 bridges rehabilitated during the construction season.
Bridge work included replacements and various maintenance activities.

In Port Huron Township, St. Clair County, six bridges along 1-94 were completed this
year. This project involved replacing bridges in poor condition.

The bridges that carry M-10 over 1-94, in the City of Detroit, Wayne County,
received major rehabilitation. These structures carry approximately 120,000 vehicles a
day over them.

The West Grand Boulevard bridge over k75, in the City of Detroit, Wayne County,
was replaced. This was the first phase of the Ambassador Bridge Gateway project.
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Besides many successful construction projects, the Metro Region received some
important approvals and agreements, and completed some important studies and plans.
Some of the planning accomplishments in the four counties included:

Completion of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the I-75 from M-102
to M59 Planning/Environmental Study. The study recommends a widening of the
important Oakland County freeway. The Federal Highway Administration approved the
DEIS in December 2003.

Federal Highway Administration approval in January 2004 of the I-75/M-59 Interchange
Access Justification Report, one of several important approvals needed for MDOT's
future reconstruction of the interchange in Oakland County.

Approval in June 2004 by the Federal Highway Administration of an Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed rehabilitation of the M-1 (Woodward Avenue) and
M-102 (Eight Mile Road) intersection, located at the border of Wayne and Oakland
counties.

The Ambassador Bridge/Gateway Project will provide access improvements between
the privately owned Ambassador Bridge and the freeway system (I-96 and I-75), and the
local roads, in downtown Detroit. Planning has been underway for a number of years,
but two important agreements and milestones were reached in 2004, including:

Approval by FHWA of the Environmental Assessment Re-Evaluation, January
2004.

Signing of an Implementation Agreement in April 2004 between MDOT and the
Detroit International Bridge Company, which owns the Ambassador Bridge.

Five Year Road and Bridge Program

The projects identified in this 2005 to 2009 Five Year Road and Bridge Program for the
Metro Region total approximately $1,041 million.

Investments are allocated in the following manner:

Amount in Millions of Dollars
Metro Region Other Funding Preserve First Funds Total 2005-2009
Road Preservation $544 $155 $699
Bridge Preservation $338 $4 $342
Grand Total $882 $159 $1,041

(Amounts are rounded to the nearest million dollars)

The Governor’s “Preserve First Program” increases the emphasis on the preservation of
the existing transportation system.
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This program will allow MDOT to improve the condition of roads and bridges while
protecting the investments of the Michigan taxpayers. The program concentrates on
high volume freeways and state routes in poor condition and provides an appropriate mix
of fixes.

The Metro Region has over 1400 miles of trunkline roadway. The aging infrastructure in
the Metro Region requires extensive work. This region is home to the highest density of
population in the state. Therefore, the roads continue to be well traveled by commercial
carriers, residents and visitors alike. In order to better plan for the future needs of such
infrastructure, planning studies that were previously initiated prior to the “Preserve First”
program will continue to conclusion, while other phases have been deferred to a future
five year plan.

The 2005-2009 five year program of road preservation work will upgrade more than 160
(18 percent) miles of the Metro Region’s 888 miles over the next five years. Of the
region’s 1,423 bridges and culverts, 348 (24 percent) are scheduled for improvements
or major repairs from 2005 through 2009.

Metro Region Miles of Road Number of Bridges
Total in Region 888 1,423
Scheduled to be worked on 160 348
Percentage of Region 18 % 24 %

Additionally, capital preventive maintenance (CPM) projects that are programmed
annually are anticipated throughout the Metro Region for pavement that does not yet
require extensive repair. CPM projects improve the condition and extend the life of such
pavements.

Public Involvement

The Metro Region hosted a number of listening sessions during the month of January.
Each Transportation Service Center (TSC) hosted at least one listening session and
provided valuable information to the interested public about the Region goals and
strategies and the projects listed in the 2005-2009 Five Year Transportation Program.

Macomb (Sterling Heights) TSC - Listening Session held January 6, 2005

Nine concerned citizens and stakeholders including county road commissioners,
city and village officials, metropolitan planning organization, chamber of
commerce, private industry and special interest groups attended these meetings.

During the question and answer period, there was discussion regarding MDOT’s
plans on M-53 between 34-Mile to the county line. Questions concerning a
soundwall on M-53 and wetland mitigation progress for the area at 32 Mile and
North Avenue.
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Taylor TSC — Listening Session held January 6, 2005

The Southwestern Wayne County residents voiced their concerns regarding the
safety of their transportation system, especially in the Gibraltar Road area. Also,
there is a reoccurring need in the Metro Region for information regarding construction
projects and resulting alternate routes. Improving transportation services
coordination is a key factor in a region with high volume routes and highly developed
areas.

Port Huron TSC — Listening Session held January 11, 2005

There are several projects currently underway or in final stages of planning for St.
Clair County. The comments in this area were generally concerning the bidding
process and questions of the design and purpose of proposed projects, specifically
the development of M-19 and Lapeer Road Bridge. Also the status of the Blue Water
Bridge Plaza Expansion study was discussed. Comments were also provided in
writing by the local school districts requesting special consideration of school bus
routes and student safety when planning projects.

Oakland (Waterford) TSC — Listening Sessions held January 12 and January 20
The majority of comments during the meetings with MDOT officials and the general
public, was the need for reconstruction of the {96/Wixom Road interchange. The
citizens cited concerns over safety concerning the current design of the interchange
which was originally designed for rural access.

Also, citizens were concerned about the potential economic impacts the delay in
reconstructing the interchange could cause. Several citizens questioned the
necessity of the proposed interchange at Long Lake Road and F75 in Troy. During
the meeting on January 20" one citizen commented on the protection of houses on
I-275 from the noise of the freeway, stating the noise exceeds acceptable limits. The
use of toll roads was also suggested. Additional comments on the importance of the
I-96/Wixom Interchange. Other questions regarding M-5 were also raised.

Detroit TSC - Listening Session January 12th
- Thirteen concerned citizens and stakeholders including City of Detroit, County

Road Commissioners, metropolitan planning organization, private industry and
special interest groups attended the meetings.

Some comments that were brought up consisted of projects along |-375, the
funding allotted for the Detroit Region, reconstruction along +75, issues with the
Ambassador Bridge/Gateway Project, pavement type and ideas on adding a
roundabout for the city of Detroit.
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