State Transportation
Commission

June 29, 2006

Director Kirk T. Steudle, P.E.
Michigan Department of Transportation



INTERSTATE

50! Anniversary of the
Interstate System

Local Jobs Today Update




INTERSTATE

50 Years of the

Interstate
System




. -~ \—/

YEARS




\—/\—/
INTERSTATE .

SRprere Weis el alr ofaxeiismeani
expaczlllopuetiaaln ¢ 2l inrougr i

Paeerinent. 2ncineaes like io oulld inings,

eiffelpl2ra e ped ing 9gooritniiy

cricifienc 2 g o uUllclinginle nweays arl & olgger
seellaiiplep Wea necd 2ver Knowr,”
= Jong P Weodiord

MIDOT Dif2cior




Much of the
Interstate
system and
other Michigan
highways

follow the
original Native
American trails
through
Michigan.

MACKINAC TRAIL




Superhighways
were financed
through a
newly
established
highway trust
fund supported
mainly by a
three-cent-a-
gallon federal
tax on
gasoline.

L A K E
S uUPERTIOR

Negzunez .4 Ilamuelte i

Ishpeming . ¥
Masising®

AR B}
eIm"M:lmhln Gladstone o=} &

ey .;ﬁm” Bl ©Escanaba 2

\
MUSKEGON }

I
I
R
N,
Grand Haven




Michigan’s first
funded
Interstate
freeway was a
four-mile
stretch of what
was known as
the Brighton-
Farmington
Expressway —
old US-16.

Extending from
US-23 to the
east Livingston
County line.

Opened
August 1, 1957
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Early |-75
near the
Mackinac
Bridge,
Saginaw

and Flint.
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1-94 becomes
the nation’s
longest
continuous
stretch of
Interstate
freeway open
to traffic
during 1960.

1961 will find

all 189 miles of
1-96 and 1-196
from Detroit to
Muskegon open
to traffic or
under contract.
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By the end
of 1963, the
state had
opened
nearly 500
miles of
Interstate.
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Early |-75
between Sault
St. Marie and
the Mackinac
Bridge, and
south of Flint.
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1963 was the
beginning of
construction
of 1-196
freeway,
connecting
1-96 with [-94
between
Grand Rapids Benton Harbor -
an d 51 Joseph @ /'.'
St. Joseph. i
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Last of the
construction
on |-75
between
Grayling

and
Bay City.
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The
completion of
1-496 thru
Lansing.

Sections of
1-196 between
1-96 near
Grand Rapids
and 1-94 near
St. Joseph
were
constructed.
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Michigan’s
longest highway,
the 395-mile I-75,
IS completed with
the opening of
the final 28-mile
section east of

Houghton Lake.

The Interstate

extends

unbroken from

the Ohio border

near Monroe

north to the

Canadian border U=l [ Pt
at Sault Ste. | e ke N
Marie. ' A .




I-275 and [-96
are under
construction.
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Portions of
1-69 are
opened from
the Indiana
border north
to Flint.
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1-196 IS
completed
between [-96
near Grand
Rapids and
1-94 near

St. Joseph.
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A 12-mile section
of I-96 extending
east from
Southfield
Freeway in
Detroit is opened

to traffic,
completing the
193-mile freeway
connecting
Muskegon and
the Ambassador
Bridge in Detroit.




I-275 and
1-696 are
under
construction.




-696 is
completed
In Detroit.

-275is
completed
In Detroit.
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1-69 now
Includes
portions east
of Lansing
and between
Flint and Port
Huron.

The last
section of
1-69 IS under
construction
between
Charlotte and
Lansing.
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Four miles of 1-69
are opened west
of Lansing,
completing the
203-mile freeway
from the Indiana
border north and
east to the Blue
Water Bridge at
Port Huron.

The opening of
I-69 completes
Michigan’s
1,241-mile
Interstate system
after 36 years of
construction.
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Michigan led the nation in the 1960s in building
its share of the 41,000-mile nationwide system.

The Interstate freeways have had a profound
effect on the nation. They have altered the
landscape, influenced industrial and urban
planning, living patterns and commercial
development .
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Although Michigan has completed its portion of the
Interstate system as it was originally envisioned,
new links on the system have been proposed, and
may someday be constructed.
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“So celebrate remembering the past and where
we've been and celebrate remembering there’s
more to do again.”



Formal letter sent by County Road Association of
Michigan on June 9

Projects returned by June 19
Projects currently being identified by CRAM & MML
MDOT will review
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