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LANSING – With the release Friday afternoon of the most recent Michigan Education Assessment Program (MEAP) scores, the Michigan Department of Education is encouraged by the trends it reveals, but cautions that there are greater levels to strive towards.


The state’s 4th and 8th grade math scores remained stable over last year’s level; the 5th and 8th grade science scores saw moderate improvements; and the 5th and 8th grade social studies results continue to exceed the previous years’ marks.


All of the statewide scores exceed the federally-set targets required by the No Child Left Behind law, but state Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins says the state cannot rest confidently.


“Our head is above water now, but the water keeps rising,” Watkins said.  “Staying even is not enough.  Our children are no longer just competing against students from Ohio and Indiana – they are competing against children around the world.


“Our goal as an educational community is to work together with the schools, the parents, and business leaders to give our children an education they need and deserve.”


The Department of Education was interested in the results of the new 4th and 7th grade English Language Arts test, which combined reading and writing skills.  Fifty-nine percent of the students who took the test met or exceeded the statewide standards, reflecting a 75 percent proficiency in reading and 47 percent in writing.


Michigan’s Chief Academic Officer and Deputy Superintendent Jeremy Hughes is concerned that writing still is the weaker of the two areas and requires continued 
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improvement.


“The early indications are that this new test is a good one,” Hughes said, “although a significant number of students scored as ‘Meeting Standards’ and a smaller number scored in the ‘Exceeding Standards’ category.


“This shows that the English Language Arts test is rigorous and has higher expectations for students to score in the ‘exceeding’ category.”


Because the English Language Arts test is a new test this year, the scores cannot directly be compared to last year’s separate scores for reading and writing.


The state’s 5th grade science test scores saw a four percent jump from last year, which pleased Hughes, since science scores in the past years have been lower than desired.


“Progress is evident,” Hughes noted.


The MEAP scores now will be calibrated over the next week by the Department of Education into AYP and Education Yes! report card grades.  School districts first will receive the reports on a confidential website and have 15 days to review and respond any abnormalities to the Department.

As dictated in state law, the Department then will review and reconcile all appeals before releasing the data to the public.  The state’s appeal review may take up to 30 days to complete. 
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