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AmeriCorps Oakland Member Honored Nationally Elizabeth Pellerito, AmeriCorps Oakland








 F.R.E.E. Movie Is the Ticket Pam Cain, ReadingCorps
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Volunteer Muskegon’s AmeriCorps partnered with Muskegon’s Promise: The Alliance for Youth as they  hosted their annual Winter Sports Days.    Winter Sports Days celebrated its ninth annual year where over 200 inner-city youth from our community participated in  winter sports activities during their Mid-Winter school break.    For most youth this was their first time being exposed to winter activities.


 


On Friday, February 14, and Monday, February 17, 2003 youth began their day  at Muskegon State Park’s Winter Sports Complex cross-country skiing, sliding down the luge, snow shoeing and playing broom ball.  After a hot dog roast for lunch, youth went to the L.C. Walker Arena to ice skate with Furious Fred of the Muskegon Fury hockey team. 


 


“After a long day of helping youth with winter activities all you want to do is drop down and get some sleep,” says AmeriCorps member Quayera Gilchrist who assisted youth in getting fitted for cross-country skis and guiding them through the trails.   


























“…all of the kids… felt proud because they read.” 









































Winter Helpers 


Tressa Anthony, Volunteer Muskegon’s AmeriCorps








“After a long day of helping youth with winter activities all you want to do is drop down and get some sleep.” 





AmeriCorps Members of Ionia County ReadingCorps work the concessions.
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My name is Christopher Stackpoole and I have just completed my year of service with the AmeriCorps Homelessness Program in Wayne County, Michigan.  Three years of law school could not prepare me for the world I was about to step into this year, working as a legal aid attorney.  From day one, I was placed at a site with a challenging, overworked staff and complicated clients.  My year of service was an unending exercise of sink-or-swim survival techniques.  I knew that serving as a legal aid attorney would require all the skills and energy could muster, but the reality of my job was beyond anything I could imagine.  As I worked through the obstacles of office politics, limited resources, and complex legal matters I came to understand how the legal system actually works for the poor.  





In my efforts to help people through the legal process, it became clear that the difference between the abstract rights of the law and actually getting justice was having an attorney to advocate a client's position.  Although the work was taxing and the resources were very limited, I enjoyed helping people who, if it were not for my assistance, would have received no legal help.  





I share these words not to congratulate myself so much, but to give honor to all AmeriCorps members who overcome economic pressures, community challenges, office politics, limited resources, and all of the pressures that come with working in the social service field.  What we have done for our communities amounts to far more than a paycheck or a tuition voucher can ever repay.  Therefore, I want to thank all of you, who sacrifice so much in order to serve others as AmeriCorps members.





Sincerely,


Christopher Stackpoole Esq.














Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC)is a national organization that operates through local field offices to provide technical and financial assistance to Community Development Corporations (CDCs).  They do this via grants, loans, and equity investments.   LISC helps transform distressed neighborhoods into healthy communities.  The National LISC office matches locally raised funds to bring increased financial support for CDCs and their real estate development projects and build the capacity of CDCs to achieves greater impact in the communities they serves. 





The LISC AmeriCorps program, with close to 100 members across the country, assist CDCs in the development and implementation of their community development projects.  LISC has 15 AmeriCorps members in Michigan serving in Flint, Grand Rapids, Lansing and Kalamazoo.  The responsibilities for each member vary,  with each of the placement sites tailoring the position around individual community needs.  





This year’s crop of AmeriCorps members have a truly diverse set of placements,  working to revitalize commercial corridors and residential neighborhoods, provide counseling to first time homeowners, organize neighborhood groups and facilitate homeless initiatives in some of Michigan’s urban communities.  For more information about LISC AmeriCorps programs, contact Jamie Czekai at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jczekai@liscnet.org" ��jczekai@liscnet.org�.


 






































“What we have done for our communities amounts to far more than a paycheck or a tuition voucher can ever repay.”





LISC AmeriCorps Members Help 


Transform Michigan Communities


Travis Stein, Lansing LISC AmeriCorps





Letter of Gratitude 


Chris Stackpoole, AmeriCorps Homelessness
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Pam Cain of Ionia heads up the popular and familiar Families Reading Every Evening (F.R.E.E.) Movie, which has returned to the students of Ionia County this school year.  There are currently 21 schools and several home schooled students participating in the program.  Children in elementary grades are given a calendar each month to track the time they read together at home with their families.  At the end of the month, the calendars are returned to their classroom teacher where they are exchanged for a pass to a special showing of a first run movie at the Ionia Theater.  The pass entitles the entire family to see the movie free of charge.  





It really is a win-win situation.  Children read more while other family members join in on a positive, fun recreational activity. While we too often hear about families struggling to afford such recreation, AmeriCorps and the Ionia Theatre have been pleased to be able to provide a way for them to spend time together doing something they all enjoy.  





The movie for November, Treasure Planet, was shown three times Saturday, December 4, to accommodate the nearly 1200 people in attendance.  A dozen AmeriCorps members acted as concessionaires trying to keep up with the never-ending popcorn lines!!  Dave Cook, Manager of the Ionia Theatre, deserves a round of applause for his cooperation and support of this exciting monthly event.  We also extend thanks to the staff involved at participating elementary schools, and our home school mom and coordinator, Glenda Thompson.  





ReadingCorps Director Amy Buckingham so beautifully described what I think motivates members to do this type of service work in a letter of appreciation:  “Just think of all the popcorn that was made and the candy that was handed out and the supplies that were stocked and the butter that was blasted everywhere, not to mention the tickets that were given out and then counted and the people who were seated and the thousands of transactions on the till and the slushies and the straws and the carrying of ice for hundreds of sodas, and the ticket taking, door holding, seat finding and the lines and. . . all of the kids who felt proud because they read.”
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AmeriCorps Oakland member Lenny Compton got the opportunity of a lifetime this past January: the chance to travel to Washington, D.C. and join President George W. Bush for the State of the Union Address.





Lenny got to tour the White House and was escorted by the Secret Service to the House Gallery in the Capitol Building, where he sat three seats away from the First Lady during the Address.  Besides meeting both the President and First Lady, Lenny also spoke with Hilary Rodham Clinton and Condoleezza Rice, and saw many other top politicians and journalists during his trip. 





After the excitement of the Address, Lenny and ten others were asked to participate in a panel discussion on mentoring.  He described his years with AmeriCorps and his own take on mentoring.  And Lenny appeared on several TV news networks, including CNN and MSNBC – not to mention the many stories generated by the local media in the metro Detroit area.





Lenny just completed his second term of service with AmeriCorps Oakland.  He is a senior elementary education major at Oakland University.  This trip marks the second time Lenny has met the president in the past six months.  In October 2002, Lenny was chosen as an official Freedom Corps greeter at the Oakland County International Airport.





He is well known both in the Oakland Corps and around Oakland University, and recently published an editorial in the Oakland Post raising awareness about AmeriCorps which urged students to make a difference and “get things done” for others.   “Although I have seen the indelible difference that volunteering can have at a local level,” he wrote, “I was awestruck by the countless acts volunteers are doing across the U.S…Now, amidst a nation that has many challenges to face, we can make it better, one person at a time.  I challenge you to discover the good in others and inspire those who need it.  Trust me, you’ll make a dramatic difference.”





Our AmeriCorps Experience Defines Who We Are


Melissa McDaniel, Michigan AIDS Fund/National AIDS Fund








“Proud to say” 


Damion Farnum, VFW National Home for Children








Clip Art from Microsoft Word


Others graphics from MSCS website and Pam Cain


Cartoon from www.ucomics.com





We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.americorps.org





Member Council Newsletter Staff





Andrew W. Grosvenor, editor, 


Copper Country AmeriCorps


� HYPERLINK "mailto:awgrosvenor@yahoo.com" ��awgrosvenor@yahoo.com�








Michigan Community Service Commission 


1048 Pierpont, Suite 4 


Lansing, Michigan  48913 
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Michael Freeman, Program Officer 
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Andrew Younger, Training and Communications Coordinator 


Michelle Metzmaker, Administrative Assistant


Kathie Vasilion, Administrative Assistant





Phone: (517) 335-4295 


Fax:     (517) 373-4977 








We do have a story that we are proud to say is the reason we wanted to have a reading group for the children of the surrounding areas. 





We had an attendee who for the first three weeks would not read any of the stories we were working on. We were unaware at the time that this attendee would be who we spent the most time with during each session or that he would grow tremendously during our service project. We noticed during our third session that there was one child who enjoyed coming to the reading group but he never participated during the reading part of the group. This attendee had a learning disability and he did not want the rest of the class to know about it. He had difficulty with reading out load because he thought that the rest of the children would make fun of him when he read out loud and made a mistake. 





We had a meeting with the attendee after our session for that night and we learned that he wanted to be an actor when he grew up. We assured him that the rest of the children feel the same way about reading out loud, and that they also had difficulty reading aloud. Staff told him that when they were the same age, they had the very same problem. During our meeting, we asked the attendee if we added an “acting out loud” part to the sessions each week if he would be able to read out loud in this manner, and he said he would try. 





Our next session was the first time we had ever had anyone act out a book that they were reading. It was a huge success and the children enjoyed the acting part of their stories. When our service project was finished we learned that the attendee went back to his school and changed for the better. He went from a mostly D and E student to receiving an A in English and passing the rest of his classes with B’s. 





We have received a thank you note from the mother of the attendee. We were taken back by what we thought at the time was something insignificant, but it changed the life of a child for the better.
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There have been many defining moments in my life. The realization of becoming a Mother, the moment that I declared my return to a University, the finding of my spirituality and my internalized commitment to service and AmeriCorps. Each one of these has contributed to my personal growth. 


As a second term AmeriCorps member I look back on my service and realize that truly there wasn’t any other place I was needed more. Oddly, this is true not just for the people I served but for myself. For me, AmeriCorps has been a breaking point for both my personal and professional development. 





My service led me to the realization that there is more to this world than myself.  While observing social injustice and oppression I realized that I could untenably sit by and contribute to the injustice or I could work to change the way people think about such things.  The change that I went through is what helps me change other people.


I believe our experiences with AmeriCorps can influence us as members to become part of the solution, because ultimately we are defined by our actions, not our words.
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