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Homeownership Becomes a Reality for Long-time Renter through MSHDA Program

LANSING – Homeownership seemed a distant future for Lansing resident Anitra Daughtery, until she found out about MSHDA’s homeownership programs and Habitat for Humanity.  Prior to her enrollment in the Key to Own program, Daughtery had been working with MSHDA’s Office of Existing Housing and renting a three-bedroom home.  Having some previous experience with MSHDA helped her to gain additional information about programs that aid in homeownership.  


Once she decided she was going to work with MSHDA’s Key to Own program, she put in the paper work to transfer her account information and the rest was downhill from there.


“The carry-over was an easy process, so I didn’t have to go through a lot of work to get into this program,” said Daughtery.


A main feature of the program that Daughtery likes the most is that the assistance provided by MSHDA’s portion of the mortgage, is automatically deposited into a checking account.  Having to maintain $1,000 in the account at all times helps her to stay on budget in other areas of her life as well.


Throughout her time in the Key to Own program, Daughtery has been more than satisfied with her progress as a homeowner.  There was, however, one small complication along the way during a time when the computer systems at MSHDA were changing.  


“I didn’t get a check one month,” said Daughtery.  “They had sent it to the rental house by mistake and it didn’t get deposited.  But the ladies at MSHDA took care of it right away and I was able to pay my bills.”


Being a single mother of three adolescent children has been quite the endeavor, but Daughtery has finally met her goal of being a homeowner.


“When I signed those mortgage papers last year, I met my long-term goal to own my own home,” said Daughtery.  “This is my biggest accomplishment.”  
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