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South Redford School Secretary Named First Michigan                        School Support Person of the Year
May 8, 2003



SOUTH REDFORD – Jacquelyn McGuire, school secretary for South Redford Public Schools’ Fisher Elementary, was named 2002-2003 Michigan School Support Person of the Year today during a surprise visit from Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins.


“Outstanding school employees like Jackie are the lifeblood of good school districts around the state of Michigan,” Watkins said. “It is our hope that the creation of this award will focus positive public attention on the tens of thousands of dedicated school support personnel across the state who rarely receive accolades for their work.”


"Far too often, the efforts of school secretaries, bus drivers, instructional aides, and many others go unheralded," said Michigan Governor Jennifer M. Granholm. "This award is our recognition that their work is integral to providing a quality learning environment for all Michigan's children."
“The State Board of Education is absolutely committed to supporting our public schools and the personnel that work in them,” said Kathleen N. Straus, State Board of Education President.  “We are delighted to acknowledge the indispensable contribution of school support personnel in every Michigan school building with this new award.”

  
The purpose of the Michigan School Support Person of the Year Award is to honor outstanding school support personnel for their contributions to the success of the learning community, as well as focusing public attention on the tireless work undertaken by school support personnel on a daily basis.  This is the first year of the program.

McGuire, the building secretary for Fisher Elementary since 1995, has been called a “lifeline for all those who enter the doors of her school.”


“Jackie has all of the qualities you hope to find in someone who works around children: warmth, patience, understanding, and compassion,” said Brian Galdes, Fisher Elementary School Principal. “But she is more than that.  She’s an efficient manager who gets the job done each and every time.  She works hard to make Fisher a special place for students and staff alike.”
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McGuire is also a member of the Fisher School Family Partnership Committee, coordinates the Fisher School yearbook, and is an active member of the Fisher School PTO.


“I hope my daughter has the support and understanding of such an amazing person when she begins school in a few years,” said Aliza Nagelhout, nationally board certified teacher at Fisher Elementary. “If we had more people like Jackie in our public schools, both parent involvement and student pride would soar exponentially.”


Students, too, agreed that McGuire was more than worthy of this year’s school support personnel honor.


“She really tries to make a safe environment for all of us,” said Veronica Wheeler, fifth grader. “I have been blessed to have her looking out for me these past six years.”


Other state level finalists for this year’s award include:

· Ann Howard – Cook – Leslie Public Schools

· Gilbert Lance – Instructional Aide – Wyandotte Public Schools

· Betty Shank – Librarian/HOSTS Coordinator – Tekonsha Community Schools

· Dennis Stellard – Custodian – Grand Rapids Public Schools
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