
 

 
Richard Overton 

“MADE IN AMERICA” Made America: 
The Importance of Skilled Trades? 

       Currently a Contractor Sales Rep for 84
lumber yards in Benton Harbor, Mr. Overton
was twice a candidate for the U.S. House of
Rep, where he campaigned for education and
employment issues.  A Viet Nam Vet in the
Marines, he has worked as a cement finisher,
truck driver, carpenter, roofer and in many
other skilled and unskilled jobs.  He has been
a Michigan State Trooper, Director of
Accounting, then Career Consultant and
Recruiter for Southwestern Michigan College
School of Technology.  As Chairman of
MEATA and Treasurer of MASCI, he brings
a wealth of information regarding skilled
trades and career educ.  He has a B.S. degree
in Business Management from Ferris State U. 

Patty Cantú  
Update on Michigan Career Development: 

What’s New from Lansing? 
       Ms. Cantu is the Director of the Office of
Career and Technical Preparation (OCTA) in
the Michigan Department of Labor and
Economic Growth. She provides direction
and leadership to staff and to constituents in
the field to assure alignment with the goals
and mission of the Department and the Career
Development System.  She has aligned all
CTE program curriculum guides and data
reports in Career Pathways.  She has coor-
dinated appropriate collaborative initiatives
with MDCD groups and has worked
effectively with the U.S. Department of
Education to produce a State plan for  Perkins
funding.  Ms. Cantu has an M.A. in teaching,
curriculum, instruction, and leadership and a
B.S. in human resources development from
Oakland University. 

 
Tom Kennedy 

Seven Habits of Highly Effective People 
Mr. Kennedy has spent 28 years in public

education and is currently a School
Administrator with the St. Clair County
Technical Education Center which houses 1000
students.  His degree is in Psychology and
Counseling and he has been licensed to facilitate
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People,
Effective Teens, and Effective Families for the
past ten years.  He is also an Adjunct Faculty
Member at St. Clair Community College in the
Psychology Department.  Mr. Kennedy brings a
wealth of experience and practical information
to us as a father of two sons, a counselor, an
administrator,  a professor,  and a trainer.  The 7
Habits overview will include: 

 
• Be Proactive 
• Begin With the End in Mind 
• Put First Things First 
• Think Win-Win 
• Seek First To Understand Then Be        

Understood 
• Synergize                       
• Sharpen the Saw 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

7:30-8:30 Registration & Breakfast 
8:15-8:30 Welcome & Introduction 
8:30-9:30 Mr. Overton Presentation 
9:30-9:45  Break 
9:45-10:45 Ms. Cantu Presentation 
11:00-12:00 Lunch/Business Meeting 
12:00-3:00 Mr. Kennedy Presentation
3:00  Adjournment 

 
SEMCDFA 

Friday, March 5, 2004 
Conference Registration 

  Deadline for registration is March 1, 2004 
*All MUST Register for Food Count  
 
___Non-Member/Associate Fee: $15 
 
___Current 2003-04 Members: Free 
    

Please Fax Registration to: 
Susan Saluk, Treasurer  

8211 Big Lake Road 
Clarkston, Michigan 48346  

Email: Susan.saluk@oakland.k12.mi.us 
Fax: 248-922-5805 

 
NON-MEMBERS MAY PAY  

REGISTRATION FEE AT DOOR OR  
MAIL TO TREASURER BEFORE  

MARCH 1, 2004. 
 
Name_________________________ 
Address_______________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________ 
Email Address____________________ 
Phone_________________________ 

Questions?  Please contact – 
 Janene Erne: jkerne@oaklandcc.edu  or 

 Sharon Kreuger: sharjhugh@comcast.net  
Thank you for your support! 

SEMCDFA is YOU! 
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