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Making Your Case: Fast Facts


 


Students who participate in service-learning are more engaged in their studies and more motivated to learn.  Evidence? 


Students who participated in high quality service-learning programs showed an increase in measures of school engagement and achievement in mathematics as compared with control groups (Melchior, 1999).


Students at all levels felt that they learned more in service-learning classes than other classes (Weiler, LaGoy, Crane, and Rovner, 1998; Berkas, 1997).





Service-learning helps students acquire academic skills and knowledge.  Evidence?


Students in over half of the high quality service-learning schools studied showed moderate to strong gains on student achievement tests in language arts and/or reading, engagement in school, sense of educational accomplishment, and homework completion (Weiler, LaGoy, Crane, and Rovner, 1998).


Elementary and middle school students who participated in service-learning had improved problem solving skills and increased interest in academics (Stephens, 1995). 


A full bibliography of all sources cited here is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.LearningInDeed.org" ��www.LearningInDeed.org� or by calling Shelley Billig of RMC Research at 


1-800-922-3636. 





Professional Development Opportunities





March 2003  


27	The Fundamentals of Service-Learning (for K-12 S-L practitioners) – Kalamazoo, Michigan


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" ��www.michigan.gov/mcsc� 





April 2003


9-11	Service-Learning in Challenging Times: Contexts and Crossroads – Bellevue, Washington � HYPERLINK "http://www.ac.wwu.edu/~campcomp/cos" ��www.ac.wwu.edu/~campcomp/cos� 


23-26	Weaving the Fabric of Community: A Celebration of Service-Learning – Minneapolis, Minnesota � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org/conference2003/index.cfm" ��www.nylc.org/conference2003/index.cfm� 





June 2003


16-17	Learn and Serve – Michigan School-Based Symposium on Sustainability – Lansing, Michigan


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/savethedate_59325_7.doc" ��www.michigan.gov/documents/savethedate_59325_7.doc�  


23-26	Learning to Give Summer Institute for Teachers – Muskegon, Michigan 


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.learningtogive.org" ��www.learningtogive.org� 








President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation





In January 2003, President George W. Bush created the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation (PCSCP).  The mission of the council is to recognize and encourage outstanding volunteer service and civic participation by individuals, schools, and organizations and thereby encourage more such activity, especially on the part of America’s youth.  





Specifically, the council will recognize the millions of people who serve their communities for their dedicated volunteer service.  Beginning spring 2003, the PCSCP will launch the President’s Volunteer Service Awards.  These awards will be given on an annual basis.   





Every individual and family in America will be able to earn the President’s Volunteer Service Award (PVSA) by regularly participating in volunteer service over time.  Organizations including businesses, schools, and community and faith-based 











 








Recognition in Service-Learning – Reasons and Tips





When students provide valuable service to the community, their efforts need to be recognized and celebrated.  This reinforces the value and their connection to what they accomplished.  It also strengthens their self-esteem and can provide closure to projects.  In addition, recognition can bring visibility to your program, possibly leading to new volunteers and new funding opportunities.





There are a variety of different ways to recognize students and other individuals involved in your projects or programs.  The form of recognition should speak to the individual's interests or reason for 


being involved in the project.  Recognition can be informal, such as saying thank you, a candy bar, or flowers, or formal, such as a certificate or an article in your local newspaper.





The Points of Light Foundation can provide you with a copy of Celebration and Recognition of Youth Volunteers.  This resource packet gives an overview and tips on recognizing young volunteers including 101 ways to recognize volunteers.  Find out more about celebration and recognition, as well as how to request this resource packet by visiting the web link below.


 


Information presented here has been adapted from an article published by the Points of Light Foundation.  To read this article in its entirety, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org/library/fact_sheets/recognition.html" ��www.servicelearning.org/library/fact_sheets/recognition.html�.  














Service-Learning Resources 





To celebrate the release of Volume 9 Number 2 of the Michigan Journal of Community Service-Learning (MJCSL), its publishers are offering the following special: Submit a subscription (via the web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.umich.edu/~mjcsl/" ��www.umich.edu/~mjcsl/�) for Volume 9 by April 15, 2003, and receive a complimentary copy of the Service-Learning Course Design Workbook.  With more than 6,000 copies of this 64-page workbook in circulation, it is amongst the most widely-circulated service-learning publications in history.  








The Dirksen Congressional Center announces the sixth year of a new grants program – The Robert H. Michel Civic Education Grants – to help teachers, curriculum developers, and others improve the quality of civics instruction, with priority on the role on Congress in our federal government.  Areas of interest include designing lesson plans, creating student activities, and applying instructional technology in the classroom.  The Center will have awarded a total of $35,000 in two selection rounds, October 2002 and May 2003.  For the May round, all application materials must be received by May 1st.  For details, including applicant qualifications, submission rules, and a sample grant proposal, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.dirksencenter.org/grantmichelciviced.htm" ��www.dirksencenter.org/grantmichelciviced.htm�.  














institutions can also be recognized for their outstanding volunteer service activities.  





Each individual or family winner will receive a personalized certificate of recognition, a letter of congratulations from the President, and your choice of a specially designed product (such as a notebook or hat) that is embossed with the PVSA logo.  





Each organizational winner will receive a personalized certificate of recognition, a letter of congratulations from the President, and the right to customize materials to promote the organization as a PVSA winner for a one-year period.  





This is a great opportunity to publicly recognize students in your service-learning program, organizations with whom you partner, or your own school or organization for the outstanding service they provide to your community.





For more details on the President’s Volunteer Service Awards, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.usafreedomcorps.org" ��www.usafreedomcorps.org� and click on the article entitled President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation. 
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.335.4295, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:GilmanT@michigan.gov" ��GilmanT@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





Question of the Month





What are some creative celebration and/or recognition ideas you’ve used in your service-learning program?  





We’d love to compile a list to share with our readers.  If you’d like to contribute, send your suggestions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:ScullyL@michigan.gov" ��ScullyL@michigan.gov� by April 25, 2003.  





Watch for results soon!














The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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