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Adventures of Service-Learning SAM


Service-Learning SAM is a new tool introduced by the National Service-Learning Partnership at the 2005 National Service-Learning Conference. SAM Serves All Partnership Members by connecting members, promoting the scaling of exemplary service-learning practice, and fostering project reflection. Are you a partnership member? If not, go to � HYPERLINK "http://nslp.convio.net" ��http://nslp.convio.net� and join. It’s free!��About SAM 


SAM is a youth-friendly character that “travels” around to various classrooms via mail as a cardboard image. 


Instructions accompany SAM explaining how teachers and students can use SAM to reflect on their service-learning projects, and share the elements of their project with all Partnership members by answering a series of questions through a short online survey. 


�





Professional Development Opportunities





JUNE 2005


Learning To Give- Summer Institute


Grand Valley State University-Grand 


Rapids, MI.  To register for the event call 616-331-6420.





JULY 2005


26-27 	Putting the Pieces Together- SL Regional Conference- North Platte, N


Nebraska. For more info see � HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org" ��www.servicelearning.org� 





National Youth Summit:  


Youth in Action-Making a Difference


Washington, D.C.  For info go to 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org" ��www.servicelearning.org�  





AUGUST 2005


National Urban Service-Learning  Inst.


Chicago, IL. For more information e-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Training@nylc.org" ��Training@nylc.org� 











SAM users then mail SAM to a new classroom so that another group of teachers and students can share their service-learning project. 


Ultimately, the results of the online survey will be used to highlight members’ work, promote exemplars of service-learning practice, and create a resource for Partnership members. For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://nslp.convio.net/" �http://nslp.convio.net�  and scroll down to Quick Links and clink on SAM.








Service-Learning Research Findings: Civic/Citizenship Impacts





Typically, the area of civics and citizenship calls for the acquisition of knowledge (most often reflected in standards and measured by the National Assessment of Educational Progress), skills, and dispositions or virtues.  Service-learning research in the area of civic engagement and citizenship is growing exponentially, especially in response to these calls for increased civic education.  Two of the most  recent studies are summarized below:





Carnegie Corporation Study of High School Civic Engagement (Billig, Root, & Jesse, 2005)


Service-learning students had higher scores of enjoyment of school overall than comparison group peers and were significantly more likely to report intending to vote than comparison students.  


Duration of the service-learning experience, student decision making, teacher characteristics, experience using service-learning, and active teaching strategies were all associated with higher civic knowledge, skills, and dispositions.





Colorado Learn and Serve Program (Kim & Billig, 2003; Klute, Sandel, & Billig, 2002) 


A study of the impact of the Colorado Learn and Serve program examined 35 classrooms and 761 students, about half of whom participated in service-learning and half of whom did not.  


Results for these students showed a statistically significant difference in connection to community, connection to school, and civic responsibility for those participating in service-learning relative to their nonparticipating peers. 
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Quote of the Month





“No one has yet fully realized the wealth of sympathy, kindness and generosity hidden in the soul of a child. The effort of every true education should be to unlock that treasure…” by Emma Goldman





Service-Learning Resources 








Kids Care Clubs � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidscare.org" ��www.kidscare.org�  


Kids Care works to develop compassion and a love of volunteering in elementary and middle school aged youth. This site provides monthly service projects, compassion education, model programs, project resources, and partners based on issues such as literacy, hunger, poverty, the sick, and the elderly.





EPA Community Service Projects � HYPERLINK "http://ww.epa.gov" ��http://ww.epa.gov� 


On this site the Environmental Protection Agency list several projects designed to help the environment that can be done in local communities.





Idea Generator - Make A Difference Day � HYPERLINK "http://www.usaweekend.com/diffday/ideas" ��http://www.usaweekend.com/diffday/ideas�  


This tool allows you to search for project ideas that have been completed in conjunction with Make A Difference Day based on criteria you complete. 





Sharing between Seniors and Elementary Students- EPI Center (CNS) � HYPERLINK "http://www.cns.gov/resources/epicenter/" ��www.cns.gov/resources/epicenter/� 


This except form the Corporation’s Effective Practices website, explores a nice service partnership between residents of a senior housing community and children at an elementary school. Links for other intergenerational projects are also included. 























DEMOCRATIC SERVICE-LEARNING by Dr. Lew Allen and Dr. Kathy Thompson





The ultimate purpose of American public education is to help students learn how to be compassionate, problem-solving citizens in a democratic society. It is the job of schools to help each generation envision a better future and acquire the dispositions, skills, and experiences to make this vision a reality. Our youngest citizens need a democratic education, for which service-learning is an indispensable element. Improving democratic education is the mission of the League of Professional Schools. Founded by Dr. Carl Glickman in 1989, the League promotes the school as a student-oriented democratic learning community focused on improving teaching and learning for all.





The following five principles, adopted from the work of Dr. Glickman, help define democratic learning:


1. Students work actively with problems, ideas, materials, and people as they learn skills and content.


2. Students have escalating degrees of choice within the parameters provided by teachers.


3. Students contribute to their community through their learning.


4. Students demonstrate their learning in public settings and receive public feedback.


5. Students are assessed according to high academic standards.





These principles also describe sound service-learning practice. Indeed, when service-learning teachers use all of them, the result is democratic service-learning.





For more on this article go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.service-learningpartnership.org" ��http://www.service-learningpartnership.org� then click on publication and then scroll down to Talk It Up.








 














To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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