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Making Your Case: Fast Facts





Eighty-three percent of schools with service-learning programs reported that grade point averages of participating service-learning students improved 76 percent of the time (Follman, 1999). 


Middle and high school students who participated in service-learning tutoring programs increased their grade point averages and test scores in reading/language arts and math and were less likely to drop out of school (Supik, 1996; Rolzinski, 1990). 


Educators and students in schools with strong service-learning programs reported more positive school climate through a feeling of greater connectedness to the school (Billig and Conrad, 1997; Weiler, et. al., 1999) and through decreased teacher turnover and increased teacher collegiality (Weiler, et. al., 1999). 





For more service-learning statistics or for a full bibliography of sources cited here, visit � HYPERLINK http://www.learningindeed.org/research/slresearch/slrsrchsy.html ��www.learningindeed.org/research/slresearch/slrsrchsy.html�. 








Professional Development Opportunities





JUNE 2003


8-10 	Building a Culture of Service: Neighbor-to-Neighbor – Baltimore, Maryland – �HYPERLINK "http://www.pointsoflight.org/2003conference/rates.cfm"��www.pointsoflight.org/2003conference/rates.cfm�  


23-26 	Learning to Give Summer Institute for Teachers – Muskegon, Michigan �HYPERLINK "http://www.learningtogive.org/"��www.learningtogive.org� 





JULY-AUGUST 2003


28-1 	Vermont Community Works’ Summer Institute on Service-Learning: Connecting Service-Learning to the Curriculum – Shelburne, Vermont �HYPERLINK "http://www.vermontcommunityworks.org/"��www.vermontcommunityworks.org� 


Registration Deadline: 5-25-03





OCTOBER 2003


12-14	Unleashing the Power of Youth and Community Potential Conference – Allentown, PA � HYPERLINK http://www.justcommunity.com/rfp.html ��www.justcommunity.com/rfp.html� 


RFP Deadline: 6-15-03








Why Don’t More People Listen When We Talk About Service-Learning?





Why should they? 


Educators are busy people. Teachers, principals, and administrators across the country are struggling with budget cuts and new forms of accountability. They are looking for solutions, not new challenges. In this environment, the only reason for them to learn more about a complex pedagogy such as service-learning is if it can help them now. 





Our challenge--if we want them to listen to what we say about service-learning--is to figure out what "help" means to them. And then we must try to make help available through service-learning and through our efforts as service-learning advocates. 





This way of thinking about how to promote service-learning uses a "social marketing" approach. Social marketing practitioners create 








 





New Resource to Support Service-Learning and Youth Service Programs


 


Have you heard about the exciting new initiative designed to give service-learning practitioners access to 


the extra help and human resources they need?  With support from the Corporation for National and 


Community Service and ETR Associates, the State Education Agency Network (SEANet) recently 


launched a new initiative, Seniors Assisting Youth Engaged in Service (SaYES), aimed at recruiting 


adult senior volunteers to assist K-12 schools and community-based organizations with their service-


learning and youth service programs. ��Through SaYES, adult senior volunteers can support service-learning and youth service programs in a 


variety of ways including, but not limited to: ��











SaYes is a joint initiative of Learn and Serve America and Senior Corps and was created in response to the President's call to dedicate time and talents of 25,000 AmeriCorps and Senior Corps volunteers to support K-12 service activities and service-learning programs across the country. To learn more about SaYES go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.seanetonline.org/SAYES.cfm"��www.seanetonline.org/SAYES.cfm�, call (202) 326-8694, or email � HYPERLINK mailto:seanet@ccsso.org ��seanet@ccsso.org�. ��Submitting your SaYES Volunteer Opportunity Description Form by June 30, 2003 increases the likelihood of getting a SaYES volunteer ready to assist you in your program this fall. 








Places to look for service-learning grants…


Grant Station �HYPERLINK "http://www.grantstation.com/insider_signup.asp"��www.grantstation.com/insider_signup.asp��Youth Today �HYPERLINK "http://www.youthtoady.org/youthtoday"��www.youthtoday.org/youthtoday��The Foundation Center �HYPERLINK "http://www.fdncenter.org"��www.fdncenter.org��Philanthropy Central �HYPERLINK "http://www.philanthropy.com"��www.philanthropy.com��Bring Home the Bacon �HYPERLINK "http://www.schoolgrants.org/bacon_list.htm"��www.schoolgrants.org/bacon_list.htm��Fundraising Info �HYPERLINK "http://www.fundraisinginfo.com"��www.fundraisinginfo.com��Grassroot CF �HYPERLINK "http://www.grassrootsfundraising.org"��www.grassrootsfundraising.org��Charity Channel �HYPERLINK "http://www.charitychannel.com"��www.charitychannel.com��





Service-Learning Resources 





Email listservs are an important resource for learning more about the service-learning field and about the different opportunities and resources that exist for service-learning practitioners.  To find out about a few of the different service-learning listservs available, check out � HYPERLINK http://www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/46/ ��www.servicelearning.org/article/archive/46/�.  The following is an example of information that was recently posted to one listserv.  














PNN Online �HYPERLINK "http://www.pnnonline.org"��www.pnnonline.org�


Ground Spring �HYPERLINK "http://www.groundspring.org"��www.groundspring.org�


Council on Foundations �HYPERLINK "http://www.cof.org"��www.cof.org�


The Grantmanship Center �HYPERLINK "http://www.tgci.org"��www.tgci.org� (training required)�Triangle CF �HYPERLINK "http://www.trianglecf.org"��www.trianglecf.org��Google Search �HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com"��www.google.com� (search for grants)�Tutor-Mentor Exchange �HYPERLINK "http://www.tutormentorexchange.net"��www.tutormentorexchange.net�








programs that encourage people to change their behavior in ways that improve their lives and the lives of others. 





To promote service-learning, we have to ask ourselves: How can we solve the problems teachers, administrators, and policymakers face? 





A critical mass within each of these groups is more likely to listen to us when we help them on their own terms. Here are four critical steps for meeting this challenge.





"See" service-learning as the groups of people we must influence see it. 


Determine who is most likely to use or support service-learning now. 


Figure out what these potential adopters want and address their needs. 


Support potential adopters in taking first steps towards using or supporting service-learning. 





This article was adapted from an article written by Amy Lane and Peter Mitchell for the National Service-Learning Partnership.  It is the fourth in a year-long series dedicated to helping people advocate more effectively on behalf of service-learning.  To read this article in its entirety or to read an archive of past editions, visit � HYPERLINK http://www.service-learningpartnership.org ��www.service-learningpartnership.org� and click on “Publications”, then on “Talk It Up”. 
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:GilmanT@michigan.gov" ��GilmanT@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





Question of the Month





What are some successful strategies you’ve used to engage others (teachers, administrators, students, community members, etc.) in your service-learning program?





We’d love to hear your strategies.  If you’d like to contribute, send your summary to � HYPERLINK mailto:ScullyL@michigan.gov ��ScullyL@michigan.gov�.





Watch for results soon!











The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.





- Facilitating student reflections; �- Coordinating the logistics of service projects; and�- Assisting by sharing specific content knowledge about a particular service issue and/or skills with teachers and students.�





�





- Assisting with program administrative duties; �- Establishing and maintain community/school relations; �- Assisting teachers with integration of service-learning into 


  the curriculum; �
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