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Making Your Case: Fast Facts





As part of its Growing to Greatness service-learning initiative, National Youth Leadership Council commissioned Westat, Inc., to conduct a national study of community service and service-learning in U.S. elementary, middle, and high schools. The survey was administered in January 2004, to 2,002 schools throughout the country. This nationally representative study of principals and other administrators in K-12 schools found the following:


69 percent of K-12 public schools engage students in community service, reaching an estimated 1.5 million students.


30 percent of K-12 public schools engage students in service-learning, reaching an estimated 4.5 million students.


9 out of 10 principals in schools that offer service-learning say that it has a positive impact on students’ civic engagement, personal and social development, and school-community partnerships.


Principals in schools with service-learning in low-income communities are more likely than principals in other schools with service-learning to say that it positively affects student’s academic achievement and school engagement.


8 out 10 principals in schools that offer service-learning say that it has a positive impact on the academic achievement, teacher satisfaction, school climate, school engagement, and community’s view of youth as resources.


More complete information on the study is available on the NYLC web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org�.  





 





Professional Development Opportunities


JUNE 2004





Civic Education in the Real World: Summer Institute-


Clinton County RESA-St. Johns, MI. To register go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.cresa.org" ��www.cresa.org� Online Registration or check on-line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.midmichiganlearnandserve.org" ��www.midmichiganlearnandserve.org�





16-17	MCSC Symposium on Sustainability-Lansing, MI. For more information contact Tara Gilman at gilmant@michigan.gov.


 


Service-Learning 101 & Curricular Connections:


St. Paul, MN. For more info visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org�.





JULY 2004





Summer Institute on Service-Learning – Shelburne          


               Farms, Vermont. For more details go to   


              � HYPERLINK "http://www.vermontcommunityworks.org" ��www.vermontcommunityworks.org� 


 


AUGUST 2004


19-20	Urban Service-Learning Institute- St. Paul, Minn. For more information contact Bryan Thao Worra at 651-999-7356 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:bworra@nylc.org" ��bworra@nylc.org� 		





Growing to Greatness: The State of Service-Learning Project 2004


This new report is the first in a series of annual Growing to Greatness (G2G) reports to be issued by the National Youth Leadership Council. G2G 2004 presents tangible evidence of a new way of thinking about engaging young people across the nation. A primary catalyst for this shift has been linked to use of service-learning, a strategy for engaging students in meaningful service linked to learning objectives. 


Timed to be released each spring at the National Service-Learning Conference, G2G will serve as a reflection piece on the present state of service-learning for those already knowledgeable about service-learning and a useful orientation to those new to the field. Focused primarily on grades K-12 and funded by the State Farm Companies Foundation as part of its commitment to youth, G2G 2004 has four main parts:


A national survey;


Profiles of service-learning activity for selected states;


Profiles of community–based organizations engaged in service-learning; and


Articles of current interest to the field.


To view a copy of the report go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org� and look for the link on the right side of the screen entitled Growing to Greatness.














 





Quick Ideas for Quality Service-Learning Lessons





Research shows that Service-Learning does not have to involve large scale, long term projects that take students out of the classroom in order to have positive impact. Consider these ideas:





Cross-age tutoring- This can be one of the most powerful projects for students. Visit with a teacher in your building and compare curriculum. Could your students teach and/or reinforce skills to younger students?


School improvement projects- Survey your students to see what their ideas are. These projects often tie into math, science, social studies and art curriculum. Some of these projects may be gardens, murals, bulletin boards, etc. Another neat project in this category is to get students involved in developing welcome materials for new or incoming students.


Outreach Ideas- Many organizations are in need of items. Some examples include books, blankets, food, school supplies, clothing, etc. Projects that fall into this category can often be used to teach math or social studies. There are also organizations that can match students with pen pals from other countries. This could lead to other valuable projects.


Advocacy- The highest form of service is advocacy. When students are challenged to get to the root of a problem, they use higher order thinking skills and develop deep knowledge of the issue. Introduce your students to a need then encourage them to choose a position or use creative problem solving skills to come up with ideas to address the issue. This approach can lead to letter writing, creating informational brochures, puppet shows or videos.


Fund Raising- Although teachers often feel uncomfortable asking parents for money, fundraising can be a valuable form of service-learning and does not have to mean asking for money from parents. Students can engage in letter writing campaigns to businesses, faith or community-based organizations. You can also get creative with fundraising by having students create and art project to auction, or having people “sponsor” items you will use such as plants or materials.





The above list of ideas comes from Leslie Cross, Service-Learning Coordinator for Reeths-Puffer Schools.  For more project ideas and information contact Leslie Cross at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lcross@remc4.k12.mi.us" ��lcross@remc4.k12.mi.us�. 

















Resources on Service-Learning





Service to Civics- This new publication reports on 12 programs using service to achieve civic outcomes. For more information about the publication go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.gfcns.org" ��www.gfcns.org� 


Linking Learning with Life Series- This series of service-learning guidebooks, published by the National Dropout Prevention Center/Network, are written by outstanding service-learning practitioners in the field. The newest title in the series is Speaking Out: Empowering the Youth Voice. For more information on how to get this new resource go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.dropoutprevention.org" ��www.dropoutprevention.org� 


Roadmap to Civic Engagement- This publication is a facilitator’s guide for young people to explore civic action through service and exploration of U.S. history.  To find out more go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearningnw.esd112.org" ��www.servicelearningnw.esd112.org� or call 360-750-7500.


Models of Service-Learning form St. Paul Public Schools- A helpful booklet of 25 K-12 service-learning project synopses, that cover issues ranging from capturing culturally-specific oral histories, to using music therapy, to working with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Free while supplies last.  To order call or email (651) 631-3672 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:nylc@nylc.org" ��nylc@nylc.org�.

















Healthy Homes & Stronger Communities


Rural Initiative





In order to effectively address 21st Century poverty issues in Rural America…new models, strategies, and partnerships must be forged. In an effort to assist those in rural communities a new web site has been developed. Click on � HYPERLINK "http://www.RuralInitiative.org" ��www.RuralInitiative.org�.  This will be a hub of information and connection for leaders organizing change in rural America.  The website will feature the following:


Information from the recent national summit of leaders from Appalachia and the Rural South


Profiles of models of innovation


A Resource Library


An e-Community called “ The Front Porch” will connect you to other leaders creating change in rural communities. 


Visit the site and take advantage of Tools and Resources for the Rural Development Initiatives.
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email: algrad1@michigan.gov or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





CIRCLE Fact Sheets





CIRCLE has produced a number of Fact Sheets, which are brief documents with basic information and graphs on various topics. The following new Fact Sheets can be found on the CIRCLE’s web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicyouth.org" ��www.civicyouth.org�:


Young People and Online Political Campaigning -


(January 2004)


Volunteering Among Young People (Updated Jan. 2004)


Civics Curriculum and Civics Skills: Recent Evidence


 (November 2003)




















The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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