DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PRACTICE IMPROVEMENT TEAM

Summary of June 29, 2005 Meeting

I. Judy Webb welcomed the group and led introductions.

II. The group approved the agenda after Lori Irish requested time to talk about autism

III. The group approved the May 18th meeting summary

IV. Lori Irish reported on activities to identify, diagnose and treat children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). ASD now has an estimated prevalence rate of 1 in 100 children. Stakeholders, including parents, advocacy organizations, professionals, and staff from MDCH and the state Department of Education have been meeting to talk about improving services for children with ASD.  Directors of the state departments, of Community Health, Human Services, Education, and Labor have approved a strategic planning process that will result in recommendations presented to them within a year. Lori indicated that while there are “hot spots” in the state where treatment is good, in other areas there is no treatment. The planning process is aimed at developing guidelines for good treatment, and perhaps multi-purpose clinics around the state.

V. The group identified seven additional issues to add to the list generated May 18th (see handout).

VI. Prioritizing issues: The members in attendance began with daytime services/programs provided at segregated sites and discussed perceived or real challenges and barriers to de-segregating those programs. (See handout)  

VII. Next steps: The group agreed that we need to hear from communities where desegregation has occurred and ask questions about the methods, as well as the challenges and successes. Ingemar Johansson agreed to talk about activities at Manistee-Benzie at the next meeting, and to invite Beth Durkee to talk about Allegan then too. We also decided to allow more time at the next meeting so it will begin at 12:30 and end at 3:00 p.m.

VIII. The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

