Instructions for Determining Eligibility of Foster Children
Child and Adult Care Food Program
Use the Foster Child Income Eligibility Application to determine eligibility of foster children.  The foster parent completes the form.  The institution determines eligibility and approves or denies the application.

A foster child is a ward of a court or welfare agency, placed in residence in a private household.  Since the court or agency retains legal responsibility for such a child, the foster home is, in fact, an extension of that agency and the foster child is considered a family of one.
1. Apply the household number of one and the total income reported for a child in situation #1 or #2 of the Foster Child Income Eligibility Application to the Income Eligibility Guidelines.  This will determine the category of the child.

2. If the #3 box is checked, do not categorize it.  Send the parent/guardian a regular Household or Provider Income Eligibility Application.
3. Sign and date in the For Sponsor Use Only section of the form and mark (√) if the application is approved or denied.
Use the following guidelines to determine eligibility:
1.
The foster child is considered a household of one; thus, the household size or income of the foster parent(s) is not used to determine eligibility.

2.
Funds provided by the welfare agency which are specifically identified by category for personal use of the child for items such as clothing, school fees, and allowances are counted as income.  Funds identified for shelter and care, and medical and therapeutic needs are not considered as income for the child.  Where welfare funds cannot be identified by category, no portion of the provided funds are considered as income.

3.
Funds personally received by the child such as funds received from trust accounts, monies provided by the child's family for personal use, and earnings from full-time and regular part-time employment are to be considered as income for the child.  Occasional earnings should not be considered as income.

4.
The statement must be signed by an adult member of the foster home; however, a social security number is not needed on the foster child's statement.

5.
The foster child's status as a family of one and his or her income may be verified.  However, such verification may not delay the approval of a complete application.
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