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Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Area Counties

Rural Counties

Section 333.22207(7) of P.A 619, defines “Rural county" to mean "a county not located in a metropolitan statistical area or micropolitan statistical areas as those terms are defined under the ‘standards for defining metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas’ by the Statistical Policy Office of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs of the United States Office of Management and Budget, 65 F.R. p. 82238 (December 27, 2000)."  The following chart identifies rural and non‑rural counties in Michigan based on the 2000 U.S. Census.

	Region 1 — Southeast Michigan
	
	Region 2 — Michigan Mid South

	Metro
	Micro
	Rural
	
	Metro
	Micro
	Rural

	Livingston

Macomb

Monroe

Oakland

St. Clair

Washtenaw

Wayne


	None
	None
	
	Clinton

Eaton

Ingham

Jackson
	Lenawee
	Hillsdale



	Region 3 — Southwest Michigan 
	
	Region 4 — West Michigan

	Metro
	Micro
	Rural
	
	Metro
	Micro
	Rural

	Barry

Berrien

Calhoun

Cass

Kalamazoo

Van Buren


	Branch

St. Joseph
	
	
	Ionia

Kent

Muskegon

Newaygo

Ottawa
	Allegan

Mecosta
	Lake

Mason

Montcalm

Oceana

Osceola

	Region 5 — Genesee-Lapeer-Shiawassee
	
	Region 6 — East Central Michigan

	Metro
	Micro
	Rural
	
	Metro
	Micro
	Rural

	Genesee

Lapeer
	Shiawassee
	None
	
	Bay

Saginaw
	Gratiot

Isabella

Midland
	Arenac

Clare

Gladwin

Huron

Iosco

Ogemaw

Roscommon

Sanilac

Tuscola



	Region 7 — Northern Lower Michigan
	
	Region 8 — Upper Peninsula

	Metro
	Micro
	Rural
	
	Metro
	Micro
	Rural

	None
	Alpena

Benzie

Gr. Traverse

Kalkaska

Leelanau

Missaukee

Wexford


	Alcona

Antrim

Charlevoix

Cheboygan

Crawford

Emmet

Manistee

Montmorency

Oscoda

Otsego

Presque Isle


	
	None
	Chippewa

Delta

Dickinson

Houghton

Keweenaw

Marquette

Menominee
	Alger

Baraga

Gogebic 

Iron

Luce

Mackinac

Ontonagon

Schoolcraft


Source:
U.S. Office of Management and Budget, "Revised Definitions of Metropolitan Statistical Areas, New Definitions of Micropolitan Statistical Areas and Combined Statistical Areas, and Guidance on Uses of the Statistical Definitions of These Areas," Bulletin 03-04, June 6, 2003.  Identities of urban cores, central counties, and outlying counties were determined by the Library of Michigan by applying data from the 2000 Census to the standards published in the Federal Register, December 27, 2000, pp. 82228-82238.
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