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Michigan Teams with MiCTA to Increase USF Benefits 

to Schools, Libraries, Rural Health Care Providers


Governor Engler announced today that the Michigan Information Network and MiCTA have joined together to offer a program that will reduce costs for schools, libraries, and rural hospitals in Michigan and streamline the application process for applying for funds from the Universal Service Fund (“E-Rate”).

“Partnering to streamline the application process and combine buying power will increase the number of schools succeeding in joining the USF program and translate into more dollars for educational technology programs, such as distance learning, Internet training, and vocational education,” said Engler.  
Utilizing the Universal Service Fund’s bid process, along with the buying power of MiCTA’s 12,000 members, it will make it possible for Michigan schools, libraries and rural health care providers to achieve significant savings on local phone service, leased circuits, video leased circuits, long distance phone service, wireless phone service, and Internet service.

"Michigan's communities and schools will be technologically equipped and competitive in the next century.  When all levels of government push together for educational technology advancements, school children and citizens receive countless benefits from the new resources," added Engler.

In order to qualify for the discount -- or E-Rate -- schools and libraries are subjected to an extensive application process.  The state established a training program to assist schools and libraries in attaining the discounts.  The Office of the Michigan Information Network (MIN) within the Department of Management and Budget spearheaded this initiative joined by other educational and library organizations.


The USF is a unique approach to making technology affordable for schools.  It offers public and private K-12 schools and public libraries a discount ranging from 20 to 90 percent on commercially available telecommunications services, Internet access, and internal connections.
Technological needs such as desktop computers, learning software, and teacher training are no longer wish list items.  The discounts free up school and library finances so other technological needs such as desktop computers, learning software, or teacher training can continue to be budgetary priorities.


For more information on the USF (E-Rate) program, access the Michigan Information Network’s web site at: www.min.state.mi.us.  The MIN site provides background information on the program, a discount calculation worksheet, and up-to-date information on the latest funding commitments.

About MiCTA: MiCTA is an association of educational, governmental and non-profit entities that uses the aggregate demand of its members to obtain substantial discounts for its members.  MiCTA initially stood for Michigan Collegiate Telecommunication Association.  As MiCTA expanded to include additional non-profit groups from across the nation, the name was officially changed to MiCTA in 1997 to better represent all member states and organizations without losing the excellent name recognition MiCTA had built.
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